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ME MOTT 


.OF 4 


PYTHAGOREAN, 


C AX I. 
NEW DISASTERS, PROCEEDING 


FROM TRE SINGULAR MANNERS 
OF THE EGYPTIANS. 


858 no ſooner eſcaped the dans, 
ger which there was reaſon to 
apprehend from the phyficians, than 
I began to ſuffer a new perſecution 
from the people of the houſe in 
which I lodged. They immediately 

Vor. III. B came 


8.3 
came into my apartment, and inſiſted 
that my eye-brows ſhould be ſhaved, 
To this propoſal I objected as un- 
neceſſary: adding, that my face be- 
ing already ſo much disfigured with 
contuſions, I ought not to encreaſe 
the deformity without a very forci- 
ble reaſon. © No reaſon whatever can 
be more forcible than that which ex- 
iſts,” replied the maſter of the houſe. 
« We have all had our eye-brows 
ſhaved this moment on account of 
the lamentable accident; and unleſs 


you ſubmit to the ſame operation, 
you cannot live in this family.” 
« You aſtoniſh me, ſaid I to him. 
What accident do you mean?“ for 

as 


. 


as yet I was entirely a ſtranger to 
the cuſtoms of the country. Do 
you mean the ſudden elopement of 
the phyficians? For my part I am 
heartily glad that they. are gone : 
and had they ſtayed, I verily believe 
they would have killed me.” <« I 


had a thouſand times rather they had 


done ſo, replied he, than that they 
had perpetrated the horrid murder 
which has brought ſo much diſtreſs 
upon my family,” © What! ſaid I, 
have they really murdered any per- 
fon in the family?“ „“ They have 
murdered a divine animal, anſwered 
he: and it is for that reaſon that 
you hear ſuch lamentation in the 

, B 2 houſe.” 


, 
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144 
houſe.” “ Mercy upon me! faidT, 
is it for the death of a cat that the 
family makes all this howling? 
ce It is a ſacred animal, and the ob- 
ject of our adoration, replied he. 
therefore poſitively. inſiſt that your 
eye-brows be ſhaved : for it is an 
indiſpenſible cuſtom in this coun- 
try *. 1 begged: of him for God's 
ſake to have me excuſed: "obſerving 
that it was unreaſonable. to exat 


any ſuch compliance from a ſtranger; ;\ 
and that when I returned home, 
which would be ſoon, I ſhould make 
a very ridiculous appearance amongſt 
my friends, if I loſt my eye- -brows, 


7 Herodotus, | 
9 „ Trouble 


1384 
e Trouble me no more with your 
entreaties, replied he: for by the 
great Oſiris, if you do not this mo- 
ment conſent to have your eye-brows 
ſhaved, I ſhall turn you out naked 
into the ſtreet. My houſe ſhall never 
harbour any perſon who does not re- 


ſpect the gods of Egypt.“ Finding 


him inexorable, I was obliged to ſub- 
mit; and I had afterwards reaſon'to 
wiſh that J had undergone the opera- 
tion with greater” patience : 'for by 


ſhaking my head in anguiſh, whilſt 


under the barber's hand, I received 
a great ſlaſh in my right brow. 

It may well be imagined, that as 
ſoon as I was able to ſtir abroad, I 


B 3 would 
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would be inclined to change my pre- 
ſent lodgings. This I accordingly 
did, and made an agreement to 
board in a family where L ebſerved at 
advertiſement for that putpoſe. In 
this ſituation I had an opportutity of 
ſeeing the cuſtoms of the people with 
reſpect to their manner of living. l 
perceived that the Egyptians were 
great eaters of bread. , and that they 
drank à liquor made of barley; 
When the firſt courſe had been re- 
moved, it was univerſally the prac- 
tice to lay garlands of flowers upon 
the table. *- This I thought a very 
agreeable cuſtom, but I own I could 


1 Athenceus, f Ibid. Ibid. 
f not 


( J 
not conſider in the ſame light what 
was preſented to the company at the 
concluſion of the ſupper. A man 
now entered the room with a naked 
perſon, as I thought, in; his arms, 
and coming towards me, Look 
upon this, ſaid he, and be metty 3 
for ſuch as this is, ſhalt thou be 
when thou art dead 4.“ Caſting my 
eyes on the object, in obedience to 
his command, and obſerving it to be 
a corpſe , I ſtarted in aſtoniſhment 
and horror. The company burſt out 
in a fit of laughter at my emotion, 
all except a lady, who was alſo a 


+ Herodotus, 


Lucian. de Lucy, Siliuz de Bello Pun, 
B 4 ſtranger, 
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ſtranger, and flew to the corner of 
the room. © Carry it to her, faid 
the maſter of the houſe ; for this is | 
an object with which people muſt 
learn to be familiar.” The bearer 
making towards the lady, as he was 
ordered, ſhe ſcreamed violently, by 
which a dog, that happened to be 
in the room, was ſet a barking. © As 
I live, ſaid the maſter of the houſe to 
the lady, the god (meaning the ani- 
mal) commands you to embrace it.” 
The lady was too much agitated to 
pay any attention to the title be- 
ſtowed upon the dog; but I, 
imagining that our hoſt was jocular, 
ſaid innocently, . A pretty god in- 

| 5 deed !” 


1 
deed !” At this expreſſion the com- 
pany ſeemed highly provoked.— 
« What, Sir ! ſaid the maſter of the 
houſe, do you mean to inſult our 
religion? He is a god, Sir, and we 
revere him as ſuch f. Nor ſhall his 
godhead be called in queſtion with 
impunity, I aſſure you,” This 
ſpeech was pronounced in ſo auſtere 
a manner that I was confounded. 
“ You have good reaſon to appear. 
terrified, ſaid he: I ſhall carry you 
this moment before the tribunal of 
prieſts; and it is well if you eſcape _ 
with your life.” He had no ſooner 
ſaid theſe words than in came fix men 


: Herodotus, Dtcdorus Sicul. 


belonging 


to 


belonging. to. the court of Juſtice, 
and hauled him away to priſon, on 
account of a very extraordinary 
crime. The confuſion into which 
the family was thrown by this inci- 
dent afforded me an opportunity to 
make my eſcape ; and that I might 
not be again expoſed to any incon- 
venience from employing a female 


porter, I carried my cheſt upon my 


back. 


I now took Jadgings' in a different 
quarter of the. town, to avoid being 
brought into any trouble in the affair 
of the dog. But curiofity led me to 
make enquiry relative to the charge 
againſt my late hoſt, I found that 

| PD this 
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this hypocrite, who ſa warmly aſſert- 
ed the divinity of. a brute; had been 
guilty of an act below even the 


meaneſt animal of that tribe. He 


was by profeſſion an undertaker, and 
had committed fornication upon the 
corpſe of a woman, which had been 
brought to his houſe to be embalm- 
ed.“ For this unnatural crime he 
was condemned upon the evidence 
of one of his own men who had been 
acceſſary to the tranſaction: : and from 
this time it became a general rule, 


chat the corpſe of 2 handſome | Wo- 


man of rank ſhould never be carried 


* Herodotus. r 
to 
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to the undertaker's, until ben days 
after her deteaſe “, > 52 

Neither in my new lodgings, nor 
in any of the private houſes where I 
viſited, did I ever after ſee a dead 
body introduced in the manner. J 
have mentioned: but it was a general 
practice after ſupper, to bring into 
the room a coffin with the ĩmage of a 
dead man caryed in wood and paint- 
ed, and to catry it round the com- 
pany: the perſon appointed to this 
office Pronouncing diſtinctly to each 
the words which [ have mentioned by 
When 1 related at ſome of thoſe 
places the wy of the corpſe, the 


fHerodotus. F Ibid. 
4 | people 
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people have ſaid; that they ſuppoſed 
it had happened at an ufdertaker's. 
I anſwered in the affirmative and 
they informed me, that in ſuch 
houſes, they underſtood the practice 
was not uncommon. But they uni- 
verſally agreed with me, that i in this 
caſe, the image was preferable t to the 
original. 

I was ſoon convinced by expe- 
rience, that dogs were held ſacred in 
this country ; and not only dogs, but 
a variety of other animals. Indeed 
ſo great was the number of falſe dei- 
ties which the ſuperſtition of the peo- 
ple had adopted, that it was Canger- 


ous for a ſtranger either to ſpeak or 
act, 


0 14 J 


act, wherever any animal was con- 
cerned, I therefore became ex- 
tremely cautious on this ſubject; but 
even my caution ſoon brought me 
into a jeopardy ſimilar to what had 
happened at the undertaker's. 

My new lodgings, which I had 
choſen for the ſake of privacy, were 
in the fkirts of the town, where, 
though. leſs liable to any moleſtation 
with regard to the late incident, 
was expoſed to an inconvenience 
of a different nature. The an- 
nual inundation of the Nile hay- 
ing but lately ſubſided, the whole 
country {warmed with vermin, rep- 
tiles as well as inſects, produced by 

the 


uy J 


the great heat of the climate, operat- 
ing upon the. ſlime which the river 
had left behindꝰ. My apartment hap- 
pened to be upon the ground-floor; 
and the window being one day open 
when I was at dinner, a large frog 
leaped in, and planted itſelf amidſt 
ſome ſallad which lay on the table 
before me. Provoked at ſo difagree- 
able an incident, I was on the point 
of toſſing out at the window the 
whole contents of the plate; but the 
thought occurring to me, that by 
ſuch an action, I might perhaps be 
deemed guilty of ſacrilege, I judged 
it prudent to call for ſome perſon of 
* Diodorus Sicul. * 

the 
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the family. As I was getting up for 
this purpoſe, a man accidentally paſ- 
ſing, ſpoke to me at the window, 
I think, fir, ſaid he, you have been 
juſt now honored with an extraordi- 
nary viſitor.” * I have indeed, fir, 
replied I: pray is it a god?“ A 
god! exclaimed he. What do you 
mean ?” © I only beg to know, ſaid 
I, whether the Egyptians confider 
the frog as a ſacred animal.” *© You 
are a ſatyriſt, I perceive, fir, replied 

he, but our religion is not to be made 
the ſubject of ridicule by you, or 
any perſon in Egypt.” I endeavored 
all I could to depricate his reſent- 
ment, by declaring that I meant no 

| 38 offence: 
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offence: but he was deaf to every 


apology; and pronouncing with a 
ſtern voice, * ſhall have you ſe- 
cured this very night,” he broke off 
haſtily from me. Sufficiently ac- 
quainted as I now was with the bigo- 
try of the people, and knowing that 
the Egyptian laws were extremely 
ſevere, I dreaded the iſſue of any im- 
peachment on the ſcore of religion, 
and again determined to change my 
lodgings immediately. Since my ar- 
rival in this country, I had often felt 
the inconvenience of having come hi- 
ther without any ſervant, I had 
done ſo from the opinion, that as 
none of my father's domeſtics under- 

Vor, III. C ſtood 
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ſood the Egyptian language, it 
would be better for me to hire ſome 
of the natives in that capacity. Nut 
having as yet however been able to 
kad one fit for my purpoſe, and be- 
ing alſo doubt ful whom 1 could truſt 
during my concealment, I reſolved 
to carry my cheſt once more upon 
my own back, and to depart from a 
town in which I met with ſo much 
difagreeable treatment, Having 
therefore diſcharged my lodgings, | 


went to the beach where I had firſt 


landed, and took my paſſage in a 
veſſel which. was juſt ſetting out far 
Tanis, a town ſome miles to the weſt- 
ward, wher e we arrived next morning. 
582 . CHAP. 
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| CHAP. I. | 
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SEVERE PUNISHMENT or ADUL= | 
| ' TERY, CURIOUS HISTORY or AN | 
| 1MPOSTOR, j : | 
| -A $8 I how entertained no appre+ 
henſion with reſpe& to any bad 
conſequence ſrom the incidents at 
Peluſium, I had no ſooner fixed upon 


lodgings in Tanis then I walked 

along the ſtreets, to take a view of 

the town and the inhabitants. I was 

ſurpriſed to meet ſeveral women | 
- whoſe noſes were flit. 1 conjectured | 
"WY this 
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this to be the effect of ſome perſonal 
outrage, but was ſoon undeceived, 
They were married women guilty of 
adultery, and upon trial had been 

convicted of enticing men to the act. 
To diſqualify them for ſuch allure- 
ment in future, they were con- 
demned by the laws to this ſingular 
mode of puniſhmentꝰ . Under the 
circumſtance I have mentioned the 
paramour eſcaped with impunity: 
but if it was proved that a man had 
forcibly violated a married woman, 
the puniſhment lighted ſolely upon 


the aggreſſor; and the ſentence was 


to have his private member cut 


* Diodorus Sicul. 
off, 


t! 


off®. The number of men thus 


mutilated might be equal, or even 
ſuperior, to that of the women whoſe 
faces were disfigured," but of the 
exact proportion between the crimi- 
nals of both ſexes I could form no 
judgment, as the damage ſuffered 
by the men was concealed by their 
garment. 

In one of the moſt t public parts of 
the town, I was ſtruck with the ſight 
of a man embracing the corpſe of a 


youth. He ſeemed to perform it by 


conſtraint ; and near him ſtood a ſen-: 


tinel to enforce his obedience. On 
enquiring into the cauſe of this ſpec- 


*  Diodorus Sicul. 
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tacle, I was informed that the mn 
had murdered the youth, who way 
kis own ſon. For | this: atrocious 
act, parents here were not puniſhed 
capitally; becauſe it was deemed 
unjuſt to avenge the loſs of life by 
executing thoſe who had given it. 
Their puniſhment was to retnain 
three days and three nights in the 
arms of the deceaſed -. 
In ſurveying the town, I obſerved 
over a door an inſcription in capital 
letters, expreſſing that rarities were 
fold there. Immediately entering 
the ſhop, 1 found in ir the maſter, 
an elderly man of a formal depoyt- 


E 
ment, and tub ſttangers who weft 
eagerly examining tobe curidfities. 
He preſetited ae with 4 catalogue 
containing a vaſt number of arti cles, 
amongſt hien were mentioned 2 
fragment of the ivory | ſhoulder of 
Pelops, part of che under-jaw of the 
Trojan horſe, and the club of Her- 
cules, | 
Soon after my entering, one of the 


ſtrangers faid to the maſter of the 


houſe, “ I think 1 heard you tell a 
gentle man yeſterday, that you have 


often drank of Nectar, and have ſold 
great quantity of it. 1 preſume 
you meant the Lydian wine of that 
name,” 6 No, replied the other, I 
F C 4 meant 


L 24 ] 
meant the heavenly Nectar, the liquor 
which is drank by the gods.” Pray, 
ſaid the ſtran ger, how is it poſſible you i 
could procure any of it?“ „ Some | 
years ago, it was a matter of no great 
difficulty, anſwered the merchant. 
You know that all the gods and god - 
deſſes were wont to come once a 
year, to feaſt during twelve days in 
Athiopia“, which is juſt hard by 
us; and always before that annual 
viſit, a vaſt quantity of Nectar uſed 
to be ſent thither, Though the 
deities drank very heartily on thoſe 
occaſions, there was much of the li- 


quor left behind every year, and you 
* Homer, 


may 
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may be ſure it was carefully pre- 
ſerved,” Then you have really 
drank of it?“ ſaid the ſtranger; 
« Yes, many a time, anſwered the 
other, and I never found any thing 
ſo invigorating. , To convince you 
of its extraordinary ' virtues, I ſhall 
only mention one fact. About ten 
years ago I happened to procure fix 
dozen of Nectar. I had then three 
wives: for in this country we are 


permitted to retain as many as we 


pleaſe, beſides concubines“. Well, 
do aſſure you, that after drinking 
a bottle of Nectar in the day, as long 
as it laſted, I have been able to go 


* Herodotus, - 
twice, 
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twice, and ſometimes thrice, round 
my little ſeraglis in the night, 
without feeling the ſmalleſt degree 
of debility next morning. Þ have 
ſtrong reaſon to think that the Nectar 
even extended its inffuener ts thoſs 
with whom I cohabited, though they 
never taſted one drop of it. For ag 
ſoon as my cargo was exhauſted, two 
of my wives became low ſpirited, and 
ths third ran away from me,” «Tf 
am of opinion, replied the ſtranger 
ſailing, that theſe effects may be 
ſolved from another cauſe, without 
ſwppofing that the Nectar commudni- 
cated any viftus by efavia.” © It 
may be ſo, anſwered the maſter alſo 

2555 ” ſmiling ; 
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ſmiling; only tell ydu cha fact, and 


jeave you to draw from it what conc 


clufions you pleaſe; But 1 am à great 
friend to Nectar. I verily believe that 


if a man were to drink a bottle of it 
every day during a twelvemoatlt, he 
might live to the age of flve bud 


years at leaſt? 
The other FOE now took 4 


part in the coriverſation, Perhaps, 


faid he, it is Nectar that you have got 
iti this large bottle,” pointing to 
veſſel on which was a label with theſe 
words, © The molti valuable liquor 
under the ſun,” * No, replied the 
maſter of the ſhop, that is not Nectar. 
That is ſome of the water of Queen 
Eupbraſia, 
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Euphraſia, by the uſe of which; as 
you may have heard, king Pheron 
was cured of blindneſs.” . 
The ſtory is thus related. Pherdy 

a king of Egypt, having conſulted 
the oracle how he might be cured of 
blindneſs, which had afflicted him ſe- 
veral years, was adviſed to waſh bis 
eyes with the water of a woman who 
never had commerce with any man 
but her huſband. He began with 
trying the water of the Queen, his 
own conſort, but it produced no el. 
fect, Nor did he find any benefit 
from that of many other women to 
which he afterwards had recourſe. 
At length, however, he was cured by 
1 


[ 9] go 
the urine of a woman of obſcure N 
rank. In gratitude for this extraor- | 


——— 
* 


dinary benefit he raiſed her to the 


throne, and ſent the adultreſſes to a 
city called Erythibolus, which with 
them he commanded to be burnt *. 
To commemorate the incident, he 
erected two magnificent monu- 

ments in the Temple of the Sun at 
Heliopolis ; on one of which I 
afterwards obſerved the following in- 

ſcription, written by ſome wag, 

By the charms of the fair, when men were ſo minded, 

Kings, as well as others, have often been blinded ; 


But never before Pheron was heard the ſurmiſe, 


That the p—ſs of a woman could open their eyes, 


* Herodotus, Diodor. + Ibid, | 
But 
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Bur te feturn from this digreſſion, 
The maſter of che ſhop, after expa- 
tiating on the virtues af Queen Eu- 
phraſia's water, informed us that he 
had ſold of it to the amount of ſeyeral 
hogſheads; and that in other great 
towns af Egypt, the ſale of it had been 
in the ſame proportion. It would 
ſeem as if ſne had made a prodigious 
quantity of water,” ſaid the ſtranget. 
Perhaps no woman ever made 
more, replied the maſter; and in 
Point of quality it is certainly un- 
equalled.“ I cannot conceive, ſaid 
the ſtranger, how it ſhould keep fo 


many years without ſpoiling.” 
* Your ſurpriſe is doubtleſs well 
8 founded, 


1 * 3 
ſounded, anſwered the other; for 
without the addition of ſome ingre- 
dieat it could not be preſerved. But 
we always mix with it a ſtated pro- 
portion of a particular kind of ſalt, 
which entirely prevents putrefaction. 


am ſtrongly of opinion, ſaid the 


firanger, that the ſo much celebrat- 


ed water of Queen Euphraſia was in- 


debted far its wonderful efficacy, 
more to the addition of ſome ingre- 
dient than' to any natural virtue 
which it poſſeſſed.” | 

Juſt as the ſtranger had made this 
obſervation, the maſter of the ſhop 


went into a back apartment, with a 


countryman who brought him a ruſty 


three- 
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three · pronged fork, ſuch as is com- 
monly uſed in cleaning of ſtables. I 
overheard him ſay to the man, © This 
will anſwer extremely well. It may 
paſs for a valuable antiquity.” He 


had no ſooner tranſacted his buſineſs 


with the countryman, and returned 
to the ſhop, than in came a perſon 
who ſeemed to be very curious in 
matters of antiquity. * Well, ſaid he, 
can you now accommodate me with 
the pitch-fork which Hercules uſed 


in cleaning the Augean ſtable?” . 


« That I now can, anſwered the 
maſter. After much enquiry, I have 
at length had the good fortune to 
procure it.“ Then leading the 

3 | ſtranger 
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ſtranger into the adjoining room, he 
preſented him with the impliment 
which had been brought by the coun- 
tryman. Here it is, faid he : and 
to a true antiquary, ſuch as you are, 
it is fairly worth its weight in gold.” 
The purchaſer graſped it in his hand 
with great eagerneſs, and contracted 
to pay for it the exorbitant price of 
four talents. 

The maſter was now called into 


the ſhop by the ſtranger I mentioned 


firſt, who during the late converſa- 
tion had been employed in looking 
at the curioſities. The chief object 
of his attention was a club, fiom 
which hung a bit of parchment, de- 

Vol. III. D noting 
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noting it to be the identical club uſey 
by Hercules. How much do you 
aſk for this?“ ſaid the ſtranger, tak. 
ing the club into his hand. The 
price of that, replied the ſeller, can- 
not be one fraction under three ta- 
lents, at the loweſt.” “ You ate 
certain, ſaid the ſtranger, that it is 


the club wore by Hercules?“ © There 


can be no doubt of that, anſwered 
the maſter of the ſhop. I have ſome 
where or other a regiſter of the per- 
ſons who have been the proprietors 
of it, from the time of Hercules un- 
til it came into my poſſeſſion.” - 
The purchaſer of the pitch-fork, 
who was counting down money in 
the 


[*35:) 


the adjoining room, hearing their 


converſation, came haſtily into the 


ſhop. What are you ſaying about 
the club of Hercules? he aſked. 
Why I have got the club of Her- 


cules. Did 1 not pay you four ta- 
lents for it ? and it now lies amongſt 
the ' curioſities in my muſæum.“ 
« Yes, replied" the maſter. of the 
ſhop, you have got one club be- 


longing to Hercules, but it is pro- 
bable that he had uſed ſeveral clubs 
in his time. I preſume he was not a 
young man when he died.“ Lou 


preſume ! ſaid the other in a tone of 


indignation. I preſume that you are 


an old raſcal,” At the ſame time 


D2  fſnatching 


| 
| 
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5 inatching the club, he brandiſhed it 
1 aloft, with the view of aiming a blow 
i at the maſter of the ſhop. In this 


— — 
— 


motion the club ſtruck violently 
againſt the jaw of the Trojan horſe, 


„ 5 

3A 
* — he =" 

* — 1 — 

— 


i -which hung from the cieling, and 
9 which it broke into a thouſand ſplin- 
3 ters. The affrighted maſter ſprung 
i back ward to the farther end of the 
9 hop, and fell upon a boar, of the 


genuine breed, as he pretended, of 
the boar of Erymanthus. The exaſ- 


4 perated "animal taking hold of him 
4 by the leg with its teeth, he roared 
1 in a terrible manner. In the mean 
5 


= time the perſon who held the club, 
| meeting with no reſiſtence to the 
blow 
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blow which he had intended, daſhed 
the Herculean weapon againſt his 
own leg, and produced a violent 
contuſion. The grunting of the 
boar, the roaring of the maſter, and 
the paſſionate exclamations af the 
purchaſer of the pitch-fark ſoon filled 
the ſhop with a crowd of paſſengers, 
and I made my eſcape; reflefting on 
the conſequences which had ariſen 
from the impoſture of one, and the 
credulity of the bon of thoſe py 
ties, 


—ͤ— 
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CH XP. u 
AN-EXTRAORDINARY INCIDENT/IN 
' THE VOYAGE TO ©BUBASTIS.— 

STRANGE FESTIVALS, AND WON= 
- DERFUL SUPERSTITION OF THE 
| EGYPTIANS. 


# 


N a fo devs after my arrival at 


Tanis, a: yearly feſtival, much 
obſerved by the Egyptians, wag fa 
be celebrated. On this occaſion vaſt 
numbers of the people went from 
every quarter of the country to the 
* of ze where ſtood a mag- 

« 7} nificent 
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nificent temple dedicated to Diana. 
The way of going thither was in 
large boats, in which the men and 
women went promiſcuouſly. In one 
of theſe, I alſo took my paſſage. 
During the voyage, ſome of the wo- 
men were conſtantly ſhaking the Siſ- 
trum, an inſtrument which made a 
rattling ſort of a noiſe; while ſeveral 
men played upon pipes, and all the 
reſt of both ſexes teſtified the general 
merriment by ſhouting and e 
their hands “. 

At every town-which lay in their 
vay it was their cuſtom to ſtop, 
When the boat was hauled to the 


* Herodotus. - 


D 4 land, 
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land, ſome of the women continued 
to ſhake the ſiſtrum, whilſt others 


of them danced; and the greater 
number making up to the fe 
male inhabitants of the town, ad. 
drefled them in a ſtyle of whimſical 
ribaldry, and pulled them by their 
gowns,* << You look as if you had 
been bit by an aſp, ſaid one of them, 


III lay there is not a woman in the 

town who can tell me what a man is. 
Why, ye are nothing but the ſpawn 
of the river. Do you carry pyramids 


on your breaſt? Your buttocks might 
make a mount for an obſerva- 


tory.“ 


* Herodotus, 


L 1 
At a town where we landed, about 
half way between Tanis and Bubaſtis, 
I had occaſion to fee a very extraor- 
dinary tranſaction. The women who 
had come in the boat began to at- 
tack thoſe of the town in the uſual 
manner. Two of them taking hold 
of a handſome young lady by the 
gown, pulled her ſo violently as to 
make her fall backward, and expoſe 
the whole of her perſon below her 
navel quite naked to a crowd of 
ſpectators. A man beholding her in 
this ſituation immediately ran laugh- 
ing towards the place where ſhe lay, 
with the deſign, as I imagined, of aſ- 
liſting her to get up. But inſtead of 


performing 


T4] 

performing. this duty, he laid him- 
ſelf down upon her, and, without diſ- 
covering any ſenſe of ſhame, pro- 
ceeded with eagerneſs to an open 
violation of decency. My ſurpriſe 
at - this behaviour was encreaſed, 
when the ſpectators, ſo far from 
ſhewing any deſire to reſtrain this 
impulſe of lewdneſs, formed a circle 
to protect him from any diſturbance; 
and, during the whole of the act, ap- 
peared to view him with looks of 
the utmoſt veneration. At the con- 
cluſion of this ſtrange incident, [ 
was informed that the man was an 
idiot, and that perſons of this deſcrip» 
tion were conſidered as ſacred by the 
inhabitants of the town, who, having 

chiefly 


( I 


chiefly emigrated: from à part of 

Greece; ſtill retained the ptejudices of 
that cauntry.“ As ſoon as he got 

up, he began to laugh as before; and 
all who were preſent expreſſed their 
ſenſe of the honor which bad been 

done the young lady ſo publicly. 
When we arrived at Bubaſtis, | 
many ſacrifices were performed to 
Diana. It was computed that 
more wine was ſpent at this feſ- 
tival than in all the reſt of the year. f 3 
It is certain that the quantity muſt 
have | been prodigious: for ex- 
cluſve of women and children, the 
multitude that reſorted. thither a- 

mounted annually to ſeyen hundred 


* Diodorus Siculus, + Herodotus. 
_ thou» 
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thouſand +. This was the firſt time 


ky I had ever ſeen young women offici- 


; | ate naked at a ſacrifice.” But in Egypt 

H it was no uncommon ſpectacle, eſ- 

8 pecially/ at the celebration of thoſe 
„ which were offered to the goddeſs 

| Iſis }. | 

j b I had now alſo occaſion to ſer the 
. | facrifice offered to Minerva at Sais, 


In celebrating this feſtival, they hung 
up at night, round every houſe, a 
vaſt number of lamps, filled with oil 
mingled with ſalt. Theſe burned 
during the whole night; and the 
feſtival was thence denominated, 
c The Lighting of Lamps”.1 This 


1 Herodotus, f Ibid, | Ibid. 
| | ſolemnity 


1 J ay 
ſolemnity was not confined to the 
city of Sais ; for the fame ceremony 
of lighting lamps was obſerved on 
that night throughout Egypt. 

Another extraordinary cuſtom, of 
the religious kind, I ſaw at Papre- 
mis. Towards ſun-ſet a few of the 
prieſts, after having gone through 
the uſual forms of worſhip, attended 
about an image of Mars, whilf the 
greater part of the order poſted 


themſelves before the gates of the | 
Temple with ſtaves or clubs in their 
hands, Oppoſite to theſe, and arm- 


ed in the ſame manner, was ranged 

a body of men, frequently amount- 
* Kerodbeus, | ; 

ing 


16 ] 

ing to upwards, of a thouſand, who 
devoted themſelves to this ſervice. 
The image of the god, which was 
kept in a gilded box, in the temple, 
but had been removed on the eve of 
of the feſtival to another hallowed 
place, was drawn back to the tem- 
ple, on a four-wheeled chariot, by 
perſons appointed for the purpoſe. 
According to cuſtom, the prieſts who 
guardedthe entrance refuſing to ad- 
mit the proceſſion; thoſe who march- 
ed before the image began to attack 
the opponents with their . clubs. 
There now enſued a violent conflict, 
in which both parties aimed their 
blows chiefly at the head. The 

a Egyptians 
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Egyptians would not admit that an 
of theſe combatants were ever killed; 
but this was far from probable, con · 
ſidering the violence | with which 
they engaged. 
But of all the religious ceremo- 
nies in this country, nothing ſurpriſed 
me ſo much as the abſutd veneration 
which was paid to ſeveral kinds of 
animals, ſuch as the cat, the dog; the 
hawk, the ibis, the crocodile, and 
others. Particular lands were appro» 
priated for the maintenance of each 


ſpecies; and the care of feeding and 
attending them was accounted the 
moſt honorable employment in the 
Herodotuis 

king- 


48 ] 
kingdom . To theſe animals the 
inhabitants folemmnly offered up their 
prayers; and with fuch profuſion were 
thoſe ridiculous deites entertained, 
that by one man, who had the care of 
a number of them, not leſs than a 
hundred talents were expended Þ, 
They were kept in conſecrated en- 
cloſures, where their victuals conſiſt- 
ed of the greateſt dainties. The 
moſt uſual food was the fineſt flour 
boiled in milk ; cakes of ſeveral ſorts 
made with honey; and the fleſh of 
geeſe, either boild or roaſted . Thoſe 
which fed on raw meat were ſup» 
plied with birds of different kinds ||. 


*Herodotus. Diodorus Sicul. 1 Ibid. || Ibid. 
The 
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This conduſt of the Egy ptians in 
the maintenance of thoſe anĩmals and 
of their own children, diſplayed a 
remarkable contraſt. For while they 
laviſhed ſuch exorbitant fums on 
the former, the latter were fed and 
cloathed at fo ſmall an expence, that 
from birth to the age of manhood, 
a boy ſeldom coft his father more 
than twenty drachms, or about 
thirteen ſhillings *. They went for 


the moſt part naked; and their 


uſual diet conſiſted of the ſtalks 


and 39 of the plants which grey 


in the” marſhes T. This frugal 


* Diodorus Sicul. + Ibid. - 
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which they brought up 
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manner in 


was undoubtedly 


great cauſe. of the populouſneſs 


their children, 


one 
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CHA P. IV. 


MURDER OF THE GOD Ap IS. GREAT: 
 CONSTERNATION "IN -EGYPT, A 


STRANGE DISCOVERY OF THE 
WICKEDNESS OF A PRIEST. 


X 7 hilſt public ſacrifices to ani · 


mals and imaginary deities 


were celebrating in different quar- 
ters, the ſuperſtition of the country 
gave riſe to a tranſaction of a very 
extraordinary nature. The god 
Apis, or the Sacred Ox, which was 
worſhiped at Memphis, died ſud- 
denly; and, from ſeveral circum- 

i ſttances, 
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ſtances, an opinion was entertained 
that he had beeſi carried off by poi- 
ſon. At the report of this incident 


the whole Kingdom was thrown into: 


conſtèrnatibn. A general mourning 


 ithidediltely took place; all public 


buſineſs was ſuſpended; and even the 
temples were ſhut throughout the 
different provinces of Egypt *. 

No attention was now paid to any 
thing but preparations for the fune- 
ral of the deceaſed god. The people 


aſſembled from all the provinces to be 
preſent at this extraordinary ſ pecta- 


cle, which was celebrated in about a 


month after, with the utmoſt 1 magni- 
* Diodorus Sicul. 


ficence. 


(BY! 


hence. Men who had witneſſed the 


Nv 1 jrnen 


funerals of former geities of this ſhe- 
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were aſtoniſhed at the prodligiqus ex- 


nen IS ATA 


pendityre on the Preſept occa ſiop, 


S e 


when the public : zeal in favor of the 


we der W. n prin Jet 
abhgrrence univerſally entertained, gf 
the fate by hich, he had been 
extinguiſhed. A, fc ard of a thou- 
ſand. talents was \proglaimed,; in all 
the tau ns of- Egypt, to any perſon 
who ſhould diſcover the pergętratar 
ol the trgmendous ſacrilege. 
After the, celebration of the,fune- 
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ral, prigſts ygre_Liſparched ,ingo, all 


the corners of rhe kingdom, in quęit 


E z of 


cies, which had died o of old Ae, 


| : 


of a . to the deceaſed god. * 
The Apis was to be the calf of a cow 


Incapable of bearing another, and 


no otherwiſe to be impregnated (as 
the Egyptians imagined) than by 
thunder. The marks which diſtin- 


guiſhed him were theſe, His body 


was black, except one ſquare of 
white on the forehead. He had the 


figure of an eagle on his back; a 
double liſt of hair on his tail; and a 


'knot' like a beetle under his 


tongue. f | 
As ſoon as the prieſts who were 


employed in the enquiry had found 


a calf with theſe marks, the public 


* Diodorus Sicul. + Herodotus, 


lamen- 
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Jamentation ceaſed, and; they led the 
young Apis firſt into the city of Nile, 
where he was fed during forty days, 
and afterwards tranſported in a veſſel 
with a golden cabin to Memphis *. 
During the time he remained in the 
city of Nile, women only were ad- 
mitted into his. preſence. _ On this 
occafion the cuſtom was, that they 
ſtood before him, lifted up their gar- 
ment, and ſhowed him their privi- 
ties+; after which it was volawfyl 
for them ever to ſee the new god. 1 

The great reward which had been 
offered, ſoon produced a diſcovery 
of the ſteps which had led to the 


* Diodorus.. i. Ibid oil Mid. 
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1 
arſer of the late Apis. TRis Arb. 
Gus Feed 9 wis' traced to the chief 
Peek bo the ety of Nile.” Happe 
ed i in | the ſequel that he was a man 
of a Iibidinous diſpotition,/and had 
been excited to this act with the 
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View of beholding the women, and 


Probably alſo of debauching ſome of 
them, when they ſhould perform the 


— ] . Aid Ui is TIA LAI LIELER SIS | ©+ SIS 
above-mentioned ceremony in the 


preſence of the new Apis. A ſervant 
belonging! to the temple of N icopolis 
declared upon oath, that he had 
been employed by the chief prieſt to 


carry a letter to the keeper of the 
ſacred ox at Memphis; that the let- 


ter Was accompanied with a large 


TCH? 


fam of money; and chat from ſeveral 
ſuſpicious circumſtances in the beha- 
viour both of the prieſt and the 
keeper, as well as from the death of 
Apis, which happened in a' ſhort 
time after, he was confident chat the 
correſpondence related entirely to 
that tranſaction. The magiſtrate 
| who received this information imme- 
diately diſpatched proper officers to 
, arreſt the partiesz and the keeper, 
on being taken into cuſtody, made 
full confeſſion of the fact. 

In the mean time the uſual cere- 
mony was proceeding in the city of 
the Nile, and the chief prieſt was 
daily enjoying the gratification which 
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(8 4 
he expected to, reap from his ſtra- 
tagem. When the order for appre- 
hending him arrived, he was diſco- 
vered in the interior part of the tem- 
ple, in criminal intercourſe with a 
lady of diſtinguiſhed rank and beau- 
ty. They were immediately ſecured, 


and in a month after brought to 
trial. . F | 


CHAP. 


WE 


1 


CHAP. v. 


AN EXTRAORDINARY TRIAL FOR 


ADULTERY, 


O trial had ever ſo much ex- 
cited the public attention as 
that of theſe two criminals, the prieſt 


and the lady. On the day appoint- 
ed, Arſinoe ſwarmed with the multi- 


tude of inhabitants who impatiently 


waited for the iſſue of ſo extraordi- 
nary an enquiry. | 

The trial was held in the La- 
byrinth, where all important cauſes 


were 
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judged“; and I had now an oppor. 


tunity of beholding this celebrated 
ſtructure, which had been intended 


as a pantheon, or, univerſal temple 


of the Egyptian deities. It contain- 
ed twelve magnificent palaces, an. 
ſwering to the twelve provinces of 
Egypt 1. In each of them was a 
vaſtchall, with an equal -numbergot 
doors oppoſite to each other; fix 
opening! to the. north, and ſix to the 


ſauthict The mumber. of chambets 


in chis edifice Was three thouſand; | 
in the  Jowermoſt, of which were the 
ſepulcbres - ol the holy crocodiles, 


* Herodotus, +. Diodorus Sicul. 


and 


4 Herqdotus. I. Ibid, 


chambers ran in direckions fo ex- 


6 J 
and of ſeveral of the kings.“ Bur 
what aftötimed me more than its 
prodigious magnitude, was the intri- 
cacy which prevailed through the 
whole. The paſſages between the 


tremely various, that by nothing but 
ſuch an expedient as the clue of 
Ariadne was it poſſible to . 
them. f 

The dignity of the tribunal before 
which the delinquents were to zppear 
correſponded to the greatneſs of the 
occaſion. It confiſted of thirty-one 
judges, including the preſident, Who 
wore about his neck a gold chain, 


* Herodotus. 
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from which hung, enriched with pre. 
cious ſtones, an emblem of truth &. 
As ſoon as the judges had taken 
their ſeats, I procured a convenient 
place where I might fit during 
the whole of the trial, The prieſt 
was now expected to enter, when in- 
telligence was brought that he 
was dangerouſly ill, and could 
not be produced before the aſſem- 
bly. It was whiſpered in the court, 
that he had taken a doſe of poi- 
ſon the preceding night. The pre- 
ſident gave orders that every poſſible 
expedient ſhould be uſed for his reco- 
very - And in the mean time that the 


_ * Herodotus, 
woman 


L 631 


woman (for this was his expreſſion) 4 


ſhould be brought to the bar. 
As the hiſtory of the criminal 


tranſaction for which this trial was- 


held, afforded the ſtrongeſt reaſon to 
ſuſpe& that the prieſt was the inſti- 


gator, the lady, though one of the 


parties, was called to give her evi- 
dence, with the view of confirming 
this fact. When ſhe entered the 


court, her appearance was ſuch as 


ſtruck the ſpectators with admiration. 
She ſeemed to be about four or five 


and twenty years of age; a wo- 
man of a fine, perſon and a beau» 


| tiful face. As the laws of Egypt 


permitted no advocates or counſel- 
lors. 
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lors, the only, perſoos who ſpoke 
were the Chief Judge and the party, 
This being the molt extraordipary 
trial ever known, I procured a faith 
ful copy of it, and ſhall here recite it 
in the identical words vieh were 
uſed in the court. M76! 


Minutes 7 an urn 7 rial 
for Adultery, committed 7 by the Prief of 


Nicopolis and Amaſia, of the e ſame. cih. 


An oath being adminiſtered to the 
witneſs in the manner of the Egyp- 
tians, the trial Commenced with the 
KN Ch interrogetion. nam 
- Juoſge, Did - you 89 to ee * 
2 Diodorus Sicut, 2 


the. 


1 4 
the Sacred Ox, at the of 1 


Nile? | ; one ee 
Witneſs. Yes. | e 2% i 


7, On what day was it you went? 
. On the day after he was 


brought to the temple. | 

J. Did you go alone, or with any 
other woman? 

W. 1 went alone. | 

J. Had you ever ſeen the. prieit 
before that day? $76 

I. Yes. I bad ſeen bit two or 


three times at my huſband's houſe. 


J. When you went in, did you 
ſhut the door ? | | 
V. No. 
J. Did the prief ſhut it? |. 
IJ. I believe he did a little after. 
Vol. III. F F. I be- 


LY 


J. When you had gone into the 
temple where the ſacred ox was, what 
did you do? 

W. I preſented myſelf before him, 
and lifted up my garment. 


F. To what height did you lift up 
your garment ? 


W. Near to my navel. 

F. Did you hold it up any time? 

V. Not a great while. 

F. Might it be a minute? 

IF. I believe it might be near a 
minute, 

Fo Is it uſual for women to hold 
up their garments ſo long, when 
they preſent themſclves before Apis? 

I. I don't know. Very likely it 
might not be a minute. 
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J. How 


E 

7, How was the prieſt employed 
whilſt you ſtood in this attitude? 

JV. He ſtood by me, on my right 
hand. 

J. Did be ſay any thing all this 
time? _—_ 

M. Les, a few words. _—_ 

J. Inform the court what he ſaid, 

M. Je ſaid I was the fineſt wo- 
man he had ever ſeen. 

J. Did he ſay any thing more? 

W. Not immediately. 
F. At the time hen he ſpoke the 
words you bave repeated, what at- 


titude was he in? 


V. He had one af his arms round 
me. 


F 2 J. How | 
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J. How was his other hand em- 
ployed? Did he touch you at all with 
the other ? 

IF, I believe he did. 

J. Where did he put it ?—I de- 
ſire you to anſwer my queſtion. 

W. I think it was on the top of 
my thigh. | 

F. On the top of your thigh ? Did 
he do any thing elſe at this time? 
Upon your oath inform the court 


what he did. 


V. He took a kiſs of me. 


J. During theſe tranſactions, how 
did the god Apis conduct himſelf? 


m. He tickled me all the time. 


F. He tickled you all the time, 
you 


f 


TJ? 
you ſay? What do you mean? Ex- 
plain yourſelf. 
W. Les, he licked me with his 


tongue. 
F. What part was it he licked ? 


your hand? | | 

W. No. I don't remember that 
he licked my hand. 

J. What part then was it 2— 
Speak out Was it your thighs ? 

N. Yes. | 

J. About the ſame part, perhaps, 
where the prieſt laid his hand ? 

W. Yes, about the ſame part. 
7, Whilſt Apis was licking the 
top of your thighs, did he diſcover 

any ſigns of emotion ? 


F 3 i 


1 

I. He vagged his tail very much; 

J. Did the prieſt ſay any thing 
whilſt Apis was licking you? 
M. I believe he did. | 

J. You believe he did. What was 
it he ſaid? 
V.. He hoped I would comply 
with doing what the god ſuggeſted, 
J. Silence [—Theſe were his words 
preciſely ? Were they ? 

I. I think they were. 

J. Upon this did the prieſt pro- 


ceed to do any thing? 


V. Yes, he laid me down on the 
floor. 


J. Did you ſcream out at this 


ume when he laid you down ? 


. 


EC Þ * 

V. I believe nat. 

J. Did you ſuſpect that he had 
any deſign of injuring you? 

M. Yes, I ſuſpected it. 

J. So, then, though you ſuſpe&- 
ed a bad deſign, you did not ſcream 
out ? 


W. 1 don? t know that I did. 

7. When the prieſt laid you down 
on the floor, with the intention, as 
you ſuppoſed, of committing the a& 
of adultery, did you voluntarily. ac- | 
quieſce in his wicked purpoſe, with- | 
out making any reſiſtance ? 

W. No. I thought it improper. 

J. What was it you thought im- 


F 4 proper, 
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5 
proper, che act of adultery, or che re- 
ſiſtance? | 

W. Both the act and the reſiſtance, 

F. What do you mean? Could 
you think reſiſtance to ſo heinous a 
crime improper ? 

W. I was afraid of alarming Apis. 

J. Silence. When the prieſt 
then laid you down on the floor, and 
you made no reſiſtance, are we to 
conclude that the act of adultery was 
perpetrated between you? 

W. Not quite. 

J. Not quite? Do you mean chat 
it was not begun, or that it was not 
completed? - Anſwer me this queſ- 
tion. How long may it have been 
from the time that the prieſt laid 

you 


LJ 
you down, until the time that the 
people ruſhed into the temple ? 
W. I don't know. | 
J. You told the Court a little ago, 
that the time you ſtood before Apis, 


with your garment up near to your 


navel, might be about a minute ; and 
that immediately after this the prieſt 
laid you down on the floor, with the 
intention, as you ſuppoſed, of com- 
mitting the act of adultery, You 
have farther informed the Court, 
that you made no reſiſtance. It is 
therefore exceedingly material in 
this cauſe, to know what time you 
lay on the floor. But firſt let me 
ak you one queſtion, When the 

prieft 
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[ 74 ] 
prieſt laid you down on the floor, 
what did he do. Did he lie down 
alſo? 
M. Yes. 
J. In what attitude did he place 


himſelf ? 


JW. He lay down upon me. 
J. Now I deſire you will recollect 
what time you lay in this ſituation. 


Might it be two, or three, or four, 


or five minutes, or more? Specify 
the time to the Court, as nearly as 


you can. 


VV. I cannot fay what time. But! it 


was not long. 


J. Recollect yourſelf a little more. 
Do 


E 
Do you think it might be five mi- 


nutes? 

. I don't doubt but it might. 

J. During this time then did the 
prieſt commit upon you the act of 
adultery ? 

W. I was not perfectly fenſible 
all the time. 

J. Do you mean to be underſtood 
that you do not know whether he 
committed it or not? 

W. I cannot ſay as to that. 


J. Attend, woman ! I deſire to be 
informed, upon your oath, whether, 
whilſt you lay on the floor, and the 
prieſt upon you, he did not enter 
your body. That is the point. 

Speak 
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1 
Speak out.— Eh Lift up your 
voice. 
V. I believe he did. 
J. That is a fact in which you 
could not be deceived. Vou believe 
he did. You are poſitive as to that 
fact? That he fairly entered? 
W. No. I don't know what you 
mean by fairly. | 
F. I find there is no coming to 
the bottom of the affair. by this Ex- 
amination. Call in the witneſſes, 
[ To ibe ¶ Her. 


CHAP, 


197 20) 


EBA 


THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED. 
EXTRAORDINARY DEFENCE. OF 
THE PRIEST. ANOTHER UNCOM= 
MON SUIT. 


HE. examination of the lady 
being concluded, one. of the 
witneſſes was called into the Court; 
and having taken the oath, he was | 
ordered by the Chief Judge to relate 
the ſituation in which the parties were 
diſcovered; His narrative was as 
follows. 


cc May 


(38 J 

« May it pleaſe your worſhip, 
when we burſt into the apartment of 
the temple where the ſacred ox was, 
the woman was lying flat on the floor, 
and the prieſt upon her. The gar- 
ments of both were up as far as their 
navels. He was between her thighs, 
Laſka Maſka,F pleaſe your worthip: 
We ſaw them very plainly.” 


This teſtimony being confirmed 
by three other witneſſes, nothing 


more was now requiſite towards 
legal conviction, than that the 


prieſt ſnould be heard in his own 
defence, reſpecting not only this 


+ An expreſſion of the ſame import with 
Rem in Ne. N | | 


charge, 


LW 3 


charge, but the murder of Apis, for 
which he was alſo tried. 

He was by this time ſo much re- 
covered as to be fit for appearing in 
Court, and was accordingly brought 


to the bar; when he made a defence, 


the moſt extraordinary that occurs in 
the Judicial proceedings of any coun- 


try. 


Speech of the Prieſt in his own De- 
fence. 
Learned Judges, 


Fully ſenſible of the public odium 
under which I have at preſent the 
misfortune to labor, it affords me the 
utmoſt ſatisfaction to have the oppor- 


tunity 
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tunity of appearing before this ſo- 
lemn tribunal in the cauſe for which 
I am now cited, And I hope the 
greater credit will be given to this 
declaration, when I inform the Court 
that it is far from my intention to dif- 
prove, in the ſmalleſt degree, either 
of the accuſations which have been 
exhibited aoainſt me. I truſt they 
are both too well ſupported by evi- 
dence to require any refutation on my 
part, or to admit of any uncertainty 
upon yours. I ingenuouſly avow 
that I committed the acts (I call 
them not crimes) with which I am 
charged in the indictment. But l 


hope to convince this Court, that, in- 
ſtead 


D 38 N 


ſtead of beiug therefore deemed wor- 
thy of condemnation, I ſhall not only 


receive the moſt honorable acquittal, 


but the univerſal n of my 


country. 


I ſhall begin wie u. charge of 
murder; and I appeal to the great 


god Ofiris for the truth of what 1 
ſhall affirm. 


One night about four — ago, 


I had a moſt extraordinary dream. I 


dreamt; Leatned Judges, that the 
god Apis had devoured the Whole 
land of Egypt, with all its inhabi- 


tants! Dreadfully ominous as this 
dream appeared to me next morning, 


Nor. , 8 ing 


thought not, at that time; of tak- 
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ing any meaſures in conſequenee of 
it. The following night however'I 
had preciſely the fame dream: and, 
ſtrange to relate! it was again re- 
peated the third night. I then could 


not help confidering it as an admoni- 


tion ſent from heaven, to prevent, by 
every means poflible, the univerſal 
deſtruction of my country. I could 
ſee only one method of effecting this 
important object: and that was by 
procuring the death of the god Apis. 
The idea ſtruck me with horror. I 


prayed fervently to all the powers of 


heaven, to enlighten my mind in 


this dreadful emergency; and to in- 
ſpire me with reſolution for carrying 


into 


J 83 


into effect whatever means the divine 
illumination ſhould ſuggeſt. - The 


more I prayed, the more did I feel 
my mind impelled to the perpetra- 


tion of what I had meditated. And 
by a viſion, which appeared to me 


two nights after, I was confirmed i in 
my purpoſe, 
Permit me, Learned Judges, to re- 


late in a few words this extraordi- 


nary incident. As. I lay upon my 
bed awake, till meditating on the 
interpretation of the dream, there ap- 
peared to me a figure as of an angel, 
who addreſſed me in theſe words: 
« It is the will of the great god Ofris 


that thou ſhalt execute the purpoſe 
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14 1 
which has entered thy heart. He 
has weighed Apis in the balance, and 
finds him far inferior in value to the 
lives of a whole people. Fear not 
therefote to proceed”. A divine 
command, delivered ſo explicitly, 


and involving in its iffue the preſer- 


vation of the whole people of Egypt, 
was too ſacred to. be withſtood. 1 
inſtantly made preparations for car- 


rying it into execution, and happily 
effected it. 


I now proceed, Learned 174858 
to the next article of the charge, 
namely, the act of adultery ; reſpe&t- 
ing which I am confident that my 


Juſtification will prove equally i irre- 
fragable. 


[35 1 

fragable. That I did commit the 
act of adultery, is eſtabliſhed by the 
evidence beyond all poſſibility of 
doubt. But that 1 did not perform 
it from any motive of concupiſcence, 
1 ſolemnly affirm in the preſence of 
this court, and of the great god Ofiris. 


I was happy 1 in the poſſeſſion of a 
wife whom I loved; and I could 


have no inducement to indulge any 


criminal gratification. The truth is, 


I was impelled to it at the irreſiſtible 
inſtigation of Apis, who made known 
to me his pleaſure by every demon- 
{tration except ſpeech. And I ſo- 
lemnly declare, that during the whole 
of the act, he friſked in the moſt ex- 
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1 
traordinary manner, as if exulting at 
the alacrity with which I had obey. 
ed, and the zeal with which I was 
executing his commands. 

Having thus briefly and ingenu- 
ouſly related to the court the hiſtory 
of both tranſactions, I ſhall make no 
other obſervation upon them, than 
that they were performed from the 
pureſt motives of religion and public 
virtue which can actuate human 
conduct. Towards the gods, I have 


acquitted myſelf, as became my fa- 


cerdotal function, with the moſt duti- 


ful obedience; and to my country I 
have performed ſo fignal, ſo merito- 


rious a ſervice, as no mortal, fince 
the 
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the foundation of the world, was ever 
known to atchieve. But I have no 
inclination to magnify what muſt be 
ſufficiently evident to the wiſdom of 
this court; and I therefore appeal, 
with equal ſatisfaction and confi- 
dence, to the incorruptible, the in- 
flexible, the indiſpenſible juſtice of 
the learned judges of Egypt. 
However ſtrange this defence may 
appear, it was peculiarly adapted to 
work upon the minds of a people 
deeply immerſed in ſuperſtition ; 
eſpecially when joined not only to the 
ſeeming earneſtneſs and - ſincerity 
of the man, but to a well diſſembled 
confidence, in which he excelled all 
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| that he ſhould have his private parts 
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1 had ever ſeen. He had no ſooner 
_ finiſhed his harangue, than the people 
teſtified their ſentiments by a general 


murmur of approbation, which con- 


1inved a little time. At length the 


chief judge delivered his opinion, 


and was followed by the other Judges 
in ſucceſſion ; when it appeared that 


the bench was not uninfected with 


the prejudices of the audience. For 
out of thirty-one members, of which 


the tribunal confiſted, only ſeventeen 
concurred with the preſident in find- 


ing the defendant guilty. For the 


act of adultery, the ſentence directed 


cut 


19 


[4 
cut off;* and for the murder of the 
Sacred Ox, that he ſhould imme- 


diately after ſuffer death. 


Another cauſe, of a very u uncom- 
mon kind, was tried by the judges 
the ſame day, and deſerves to be 
related. An Egyptian youth, ſmitten 
with the beauty of a celebrated cour- 
tezan, had entreated her to indulge 
him with a night's lodging; but the 
terms which ſhe demanded were fo 


high, that either he could not, or did 


not chooſe to grant them. His ima- 
gination however was ſo much ſet 
upon the object, that he dreamt next 
night he had completely enjoyed her. 


* Dicaelis Sicul. 
The 
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The ſtory coming to her ears, ſhe 
Taiſed a ſuit againſt him for the 
money, upon the allegation that he 
had obtained his deſire, The inge- 
nuity of the Chief Judge was on this 
occafion conſpicuous. He deſired 
the young man to bring into the 
court the money which had been 
ſpecified, and to count it fo that the 
plaintiff might hear it chink. This 
being accordingly done, the Judge 
addreſſed her in the following terms: 


One fancy is as good as another. 
You are now paid in your own 


coin; and the cauſe is therefore de- 
texmined.”* The audience expreſſed 


* Plutarch in Vita Demetrii. 
great 
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great ſatisfaction at this deciſion; 
but the plaintiff, totally unabaſhed, 
went out of the court exclaiming 
that ſhe would appeal to the 


Queen, 
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INTOLERABLE ANNOYANCES FROM 
SUPERSTITION. CURIOUS AC» 
COUNT OF MAIDEN EGGS. 


Uring the time. I had hitherto 


been in Egypt, my attention 
was almoſt entirely occupied with a 
ſeries of private diſaſters, or of public 
tumults; and certainly no other 
country was ever ſo muth expoſed to 
caſualties of both thoſe kinds. Na- 
tional feſtivities were frequent and 
diſorderly, 


[ 93 J 
diſorderly, but of the ſcenes of local 
uproar there was no intermiſfion. 
In every city, in every town, crowds 
of men and women were perpetually 
ranging the ſtreets in ſeparate parties, 
with their faces and heads bedaubed 
with mud “, and beating their naked 
breaſts +, in lamentation of ſome ex- 
traordinary misfortune. Had it not 
been for their great number, I ſhould 
naturally have taken them for per- 
ſons in a ſtate of real diſtraction. 
On enquiring into the cauſe of ſueh 
behaviour, I found that they had 
loſt ſome near relation, ot, what was 
conſidered as yet a more melancholy 
* Herodotus, + Ibid. 
accident, 
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accident, that a dog, cat, or ſome 
other ſacred animal had died. The 
great populouſneſs of Egypt rendet- 
ed the former of theſe occurrences 
extremely frequent; and from the 
vaſt multitude of divinities, which 
had ſhorter lives than the human 
ſpecies, the latter was continually 
operating in every part of the king · 
un e 2 
So general were the cauſes and ef- 
ſects both of natural and ſuperſtitious 
forrow, that wherever I went, the 
people almoſt univerſally, were em- 
ployed in elegiac ceremonies, or ex- 
hibited in their perſons evident marks 
of recent affliction. If they were not 
OG howling 
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howling and beating their breaſts, they 
had ſacrificed their brows in lamen- 
tation of a cat “, or all the hair on 
their body to the ſuperior divinty of 
a dog . But inſtead of diſconſo- 
late individuals, or ſtraggling parties 
of mourners, nothing was more com- 
mon than to meet in the ſtreets 
with the funeral of ſome of the divi- 
nities. Univerſal lamentation then 
enſued, and the inhabitants ſeemed 
to vie with each other who ſhould 
emit the loudeſt cries; and thump 
their breaſts moſt ſeverely, If to 
avoid thoſe ſcenes of uproar, I'walk-/ 
ed along the high roads, the chance 
8 * Herodotus. + Ibid. 

was 
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was a thouſand to one that I 
ſhould meet with the ſame ahoy- 
ance, or if any keeper of the ſacred 
animals was paſſing along that I 
ſhould be obliged to pay him num- 
berleſs marks of reſpect, even to the 
ceremony of bending the knee “. 
In ſhort, go where I would, the hide- 
ous form of ſuperſtition ſtared me in 
the face at every ſtep : and if to eſ- 
cape I took ſhelter in a houſe, even 
in the houſe it was ready to receive 
me, - amidſt piles of dead bodies 
(mummies), ſome of which had been 
preſerved in the family during hun- 
dreds of years +. i829 

To avoid this variety of perſecu- 


Diodorus Sicul. +. Herodotus, 
tion, 


t 9 1 


— 


tion, I uſed frequently to walk into 
the fields, where, during the months 
of January and February, Egypt af- 
forded a moſt delightful proſpect. 
At this ſeaſon, the whole kingdom 


ſeemed like a fine meadow. richly 
enameled with. flowers. Herds and 


$249 150, 


flocks of cattle, with an infinite 
number of huſbandmen and garden- 
ers, were ſcattered over the plain on 
every fide.z and bloſſoms of the orange 


and other trees, which were in pro- 


digious quantity, diffuſed ſuch 2 


fragrance in the air as I hardly ever 
perceived in any other country. 

Whilſt I was one day ſpeaking 
with ſome ſhepherds, I obſerved two 


of them with each an egg in their 
You Br 0 left 
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left hand ; and on * the reaſon, 
I was told that they meant to hatch 


them . This was not the otily a ar- 


tificial method uſed for the lame 


purpoſe i in Egypt. A dunghill Was 
A frequent recourſe. Bur the moſt 
common practice was to put the eggs 
into an oven, the heat of which was 


carefully adapted to the temperature 
of incubation +. I was alſo told by 
a gentleman with whom I was ac- 


quainted, and whoſe veracity I had 


ho cauſe to queſtion, that it was not 


unuſual for young women to ſuſpend 


eggs at the top of their thighs, With 


regard to this cũſtom he related Ge 


? 4135 * 


* Aihenceus, + Herodotus, - | 
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following ſtory, which fell pager his 
own obſer vation. al 

It being conſidered as a 850 ths 
good diſpoſition of young womens 
when they ſhowed an inclingyon £9 
carry an egg in the manner abgye- 
mentioned, thoſe girls who wiſhed to 


pleaſe their mother, would often re- 


queſt an egg for the purpoſe of hatæh- 
ing it. One girl, to gratify her mother 
ſtill more, ſaid to her one day, 
« Mamma, I can carry two eggs: that 
I can, Mamma.“ The mother; highly 
delighted with a propoſal which the 
regarded as an indicatiqn of. vittue, 
accordin gly gave her Iwo £9894 and 
the girl, ia her preſence, applied one 
| H 2 to 
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to'eich'of her groins. The mothet 
hoped, that from a regard to thoſe 


btittle a ppendages, her daughter, of 


whom perhaps ſhe had been ſuſpici- 
dus, was determined againſt admit- 
ting too cloſe familiarity with a lover. 
The girl however being of an 
amorous diſpoſition, and Knowing 
ide inconvenience uhich might atiſe 
from carry ing the eggs about ber 
perſon, depoſited them ſecretly in 
Tome came hs dung, and put in their 
place two ſmall bladders diſtended 
With air. This ſtratagem ſerved to 
ſupport the deception of the mother, 
whom the daughter wou. d often re- 
queſt to feel the eggs under her_gar- 
0. 8 1 ment; 


I at } 


ment ; and it expoſed her to no 
hazardous colliſion in caſe of any 


rude encounter with,a * G 


The young woman communicat- 
ing the invention taſowe of her cp 


panions, it was at this time ꝓtactiſed 


by many girls of.caly. virtue. But 


the contrivance could not ſubſiſt 
more than a few years: for when 
woſe BY. ſhould have eee 2 


1414501 
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PI Ht 40 The bladders uſed 
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in this manner were called“. Maiden 


Eggs.“ | 
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GREAT LAMENTATHON | on it 


DEATH t OF firm ike, fs Tall 
TO THE INTERMEST, ' 


/ 


Winner Eydt kefbünded W 
the murder of Apis, a fehr 
Incident of public importance threl 
"the Kingdom into freſh. agiratidh, 
This was the death of the Sovereigh, 
Who Expited at the royal palace in 
Memphis about a fortnight after the 
late trial. The whole nation now 
went into mourning, and the people 
4 — «  uniyere 
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univerſally tore their garments “. * 
The temples were ſhut +, all f@- 


crifices prohibited +; nor could 
any feſtival be celebrated during 


eighty days. Both ſexes wore a gir- 
dle of fine linen under their breaft ; 


and with. dirt upon t their heads, went 


about in bodies of two or three hun- 
dred, ſinging twice a day mournful 


ditties in praiſe « of the lare king. 


During thoſe proceſſions it was Un» 
| ode + "© 


layful to taſte. of an ny meat or wine, 
1111 


or to. indulge j in any gratification & 
"1 1 0 
Great Preparations having been 


241 \ 


made toe the interment, the body 
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* Diodorus Sicul. + Ibid. + this [| Ibid, 
8 Ibid, © 
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was brought in a coffin, on the laſt 
of the eighty days, and laid down at 
the entrance of the Royal Sepulchre; 
The funeral proceſſion, which was 
extremely pompous, now halted; 
whilſt an oration in praiſe of the 
King was delivered” by the high 
prieſt of Memphis, On this occa- 
ſion, any perſon who pleaſed was 
permitted to accuſe the deceaſed ; 
and if any one or more accuſations, 
eſſentially affecting the character, 
mould be well ſupported, the royal 
corpſe might be refuſed the honor 
of public ſepulture A 


* Diodorus Sicul, 
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The oration at this time was bigh- 
ly panegyrical, but different parts of 
it were varioully received by the mul 
titude; ſome teſtifying t eir appro- 
bation with ſhouts of applauſe, whilſt 
others expreſſed their diſguſt by 
groans and tumultuous exclamationsi 
After finiſhing: the diſcourſe, the 
high· prieſt recapitulated the virtues 
of the king in ſhort ſentenees, wick 
the view, I preſumed, not ſo muck 
to collect the real ſentiments of the | 
people, as to afford an opportunity 
for tampering with their prejudices 
and paſſions, He proceeded in dhe 
following manner. | i 
or & ber S 
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t 
was brought in a coffin, on the laſt 
of the eighty days, and laid down at 
the entrance of the Royal Sepulchre: 
The funeral proceſſion, which was 
extremely pompous, now halted; 
whilſt an oration in praiſe of the 
King was delivered by the high 
prieſt of Memphis. On this occa: 
fion, any perſon. who pleaſed was 
permitted to accuſe the deceaſed; 
and if any one or more accuſations, 
eſſentially affecting the character, 
mould be well ſupported, the royal 
corpſe might be refuſed the honor 
of public ſepulture *. 
* Diodorus Sicul. 
"17 has | The 
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The oration at this time was bigh- 
jy panegyrical, but different parts of 
it were varioully received by the mul. 
titude; ſome teſtifying their appro- 
bation with ſhouts of applauſe, whilſt 
others exprefſed- their "diſguſt by 
groans and tumultuous exclamations 
After finiſhing! the diſcourſe, the 
high· prieſt recapitulated the virtues 
of the king in ſhort ſentences, with 
the view, I preſumed, not ſo muck 
to collect the real ſentiments of the 
people, as to-afford .an- opportuniry | 
for tampering with their prejudices - 
and paſſions. He proceeded 3 in wed 
following manner, | 
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2 He was a decent prince, and 
regularly attended the public ſacri. 


95 


fices.“ 

« He was juſt and faithful in all 
his tranſaQions.” 

cc He was ever kind and merciful 
to his people.” 

4% He expended more money an- 
nually on the ſupport of ſacred dogs, 
- cats, wolves, crocodiles, &c. than 
moſt, if not all, of his predeceſſors. 

« His liberality to the prieſthood 
WAS exemplary, and ſuch as became 
a great King. Indeed his ee 
was univerſal.“ | 

Here the people gave, a loud 
| eos, and a voice was heard to ſay, 


«ec He 
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Ne may have been liberal tothe 
clergy, dut never was to others. Ne, 
No. He muſt not be N for li- 
berality.“ 

« He loved his people mach he 
affection of a father, Dear prince: 
How loving he was of his ſubjeQs !“ 

Another voice now exclaimed, 
« Was it of his male or female ſub» 
jects?“ꝰ 

« He was loving of all his Cab. 
jects.“ 


* He was an indulgent father. 
« His temperance  befitted a 


There 


« He was an ——_— huſband 2 
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' There now aroſe a general cry, 

«No, no. Not temperate.” 

His continence has never been 
impeached. . 


Here one of the crowd exclaimed, 


« Then'I impeach it now. For he 
once attempted to raviſh my wifes 
and 1 know a neighbour of mine, 
whoſe daughter he debauched five 
and twenty years ago.” N 
Ahother perſon anſwered, © I re- 
member the facts of which this man 
ſ peaks, but they were not committed 
by the king. They were perpetrated | 


by one of the royal attendants, who 


reſembled the king both in perſon 
*anddreſs.” 


I had: 


) 
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I had heard much of the impartia- 
lity with which the Egyptians, in 


general, conducted the inveſtigation 
into the characters of the dead, and 
even into thoſe of their princes; but 
from the inſtance which now ſell 
under my obſervation, I think that 
this part of their polity has been re- 
preſented greatly to the advantage. 
This celebrated inqueſt was in fact 
nothing elſe than a ſolemn farce. 
An outward. ſhow of ſtrict neſs was 
induſtriouſly preſerved; but in every 
ſtep of the enquiry, the retainers, of 
the Court, or perſons hired by them, 
were conſtantly in readineſs to repel 


the force of every accuſation. When 


any 


L re [ 


any clamor aroſe from the multitude 


againſt any particular parts of the 


eulogium made by the prieſt, I over. 
heard him twice ſay to a perſon who 
ſtood near him, We muſt have 
another touch at it. 


The method he practiſed was to 
paſs to other ſubjects, until the run! 
ners of the Court ſhould have time 
to exert their influence, either by 
perſuaſion or otherwiſe, in favor of 
the royal character. The prieſt would 
then overhaul the former panegyric; 
and in this ſtage it generally obtain- 
ed the acquieſcence'of the multitude. 
The better to ſecure the-appearance 
of public approbation, it was uſual 

for 
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for the domeſtics of the deceaſed 
king, and their friends, to plant 
themſelves neareſt to the prieſt, who 
alſo took care to adapt his voice to 
the exigence. In pronouncing any 
part of the eulogium which was not 
likely to be contradifted, he would 
bellow in ſuch a manner as to be 
heard by many thouſands of the mul- 
titude: but wherever the difapproba- 
tion of the crowd might be appte- 
hended, he lowered his tone, ſo as to 
be heard only by the circle of retain- 
ers on whoſe applauſes ws could de- 
pend. | 
When the ſeveral parts of the 


panegyric had thus received, at leaſt 
| in 
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in appearance, the public ſanttion, 


the ; prieſt cried aloud, cc Praiſe bd 


to Oſiris! The virtues of our late 


ſovereign are fully eſtabliſhed? 
The funeral proceſſion was nom 
reſumed, and the royal corpſe was 
depoſited in the Labyrinth, among 
the former kings of Egypt. | 
To any ſtranger who ſtood at a 
diſtance from the prieſt during this 
poſthumous trial, it might ſeem to be 
conducted with great ſtrictnefs; but 
I bad ſeen too much of the artifice 
which was praiſed upon the occaſion 
to be rendered the dupe of general 
.credulity, It is ſaid that many of 
the Egyptian kings have, in conſe- 
quence 


( us 1 


quence of this trial, been denied the 


honor of a public interment.*. Should 


this aſſertion be well founded, I may 
affirm, that either thoſe princes have 


been notoriouſly flagitious, or that 


the prieſts and courtiers who con- 


ducted the funerals, were extremely 
deſtitute of addreſs. A moderate 
acquaintance with human nature may 
convince us, that there could be no 
great difficulty in procuring the pub- 
lic ſanction to the character of a 
prince who was not remarkably vici- 
ous. The people in general are diſ- 


poſed to entertain a veneration for 


royalty; and in Egypt this loyal af- 


* Diodorus Sicul. x 


Vor. HE 141 fection 


a >". SA 


| 


— ao — _ — — 


> —— Ie 8 46 Bind . 
* . ͤ ————. Ya t' -f ->—D ITID"ongn qrey ans Figs Is = Ws reg eng > ns 


—_ : 


. 


. 
DJ ITE > 


CY TILED 
_- ä 


il 114 1 


fection had always been particularly 
predomigant. A public. lamentation 
of eighty days Was; alſo. 2. circum- 
ſtance, which might be ſufficient to 
impreſs upon the minds of the peo- 
ple an opinion of t the month of a 
prince who appeared, during ſo long 
a period, to be univerſally regretted by 
the nation. We know, beſides, that 
ef all buman events, the death of the 
object moſt effectually extinguiſhes 
thoſe paſſions which prompt to the di- 
minution of another's fame; and 
though they might continue to ope- 
Tate when ſupported by an equality, or 
nearly an equality of rank, yet no ſuch 
relation as favored the impeachment. 
of character, either from motives of 
| envy 


[mts J 
envy or reſentment,” could. exiſt be- 
tween ſubjects and their ſovereign. 
To theſe” confidetations 1 may add, 
that lirile' inducement * to accuſation 


could iſe from principles « of cogent 


13.477 Fs 


ay on BY i eg king, which 


was now tlie only advantage of the 
inſtitütibn, would be extremely pre- 
caridus 1 7 G an theſe” reaſons I 
an intiifed te be of opinion, that 
when the chuläcter of a a King was 
impeachbtt at those ſingular trials, 
the charges Were; for ti moſt part, 
eicher exhibited Tom motives of in- 
"reteſt" wzielf Tequired gratification, 
or were the remporary ebullition of 
©4100 JODIs Wag” e'9- 015 
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the populace, capricious in diſplay- 
ing a power which they could only 
exerciſe over a ſovereign whoſe au- 
thority Was no more. 
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INUNDATION OF THE -NILE« GREAT 
FECUNDITY OCCASIONED BY IT; 
ANECDOTE OF A YOUNG LADY» 
A HUMAN SACRIFICE OFFERED 
TO THE RIVER. 'EXTRAORDI» 
NARY APPEARANCE OF EGYPT. 
HE ſeaſon had now almoſt ar- 
rived when the annual inunda- 

tion of the Nile was about to com- 
mence. This was a phenomenon 
not more ſingular in reſpect of its 
13 ſtated 
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ſtated returns, than with regard to 


the effects which. ĩt produced. The 


ſlime brought down with it gave 
fuch fertility totheland:vs rendered: 
the uſe of manure quite unneceflary;* 

Fhe Egyptians-had neither the trous 

ble of ptoughing, digging; or:break- 
ing the clods. When the river re- 
tired, nothing more: was neceſſary 
than to aningle a little ſand with the 
earth in fome places, for the ꝓurpoſe 
of abating its ſtrength. Almoſt the 
only 'bulineſs of the farmer was to 
ſow: and vhis. being done, he put-his 
hogs to tread: the feed--into the 
groand; expecting the harveſt with- 


* 


# Diodorus Sieul. 
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out any fatther "eare. When this 
feaſon came, he again lot in ithe hogs 
to ſhake the grain out of ghe car, an 
had no farther trouble then to- gather 
and day up che cn. ⁰,ðäcu O 3 21; 

Id was remarkable chat igqhe ſecun- 
dity cauſed by the inundation. of the 
Nile affected not only the vegetable 
but the animal kingdom. 5 The 
cows almoſt always brought two 
calves at a time; the ſheep yeaned 
twice a year; and. A {goat Was often 
ſeen, followed by: ng, lels, than four 
kids. J. „ d 34 0 $8159-81d;, n $7 5. 

The new watete, [whether drank 
or uſed in the way. of az bath, never 


* Diodorus Sicul. þ Ibid. þ Ibid. 
| L 4 i tailed! 
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failed to render the women fruitful. 
They uſually conceived in July or 
Auguſt, and were delivered in April 
or May. Sothetimes they were de 
livered of four: children at a birth; 
ſometimes of ſeven'® This fact be- 
ing well known, it was a common 
thing for ladies who lived in the 
countries bordering on the Mediter- 
ranean, and were defirous of having 
children, to make a voyage to Egypt 
with their huſbands during the time 
of the inundation. 

One day when I happened to be 
in company with a handſome young 
lady, I was ſpeaking of this extraor- 

* Ariſtotle, I Diodorus Sicul. 
dinary 
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dinary effect of the waters of the 
Nile in cauſing impregnation! 
« Curſe on its fecundity! anſwered 
ſne laughing; a young woman is not 
ſafe to make uſe of it.” A maiden 
egg is no protection againſt the 
Nile,” replied I. What! faid ſhe, 
have you heard of the Maiden Eggs?“ 
« I ſhould be extremely ſorry to 
know that ſo ingenious a contrivance 
had eſcaped my obſervation,“ an- 
ſwered; J. It is my opinion, faid 
ſhe, that you carry a Maiden Egg.“ 
A declaration ſo directly caleulated 
to provoke hoſtilities threw me into 
embarraſſment. For ever ſinhce the 
wrench which I had received from 
one 
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one of the phyſicians L had not dven 
the power of reuenging an inſult on 


my on viriliey. Happily for me 


our <ohverfation was · interrupted by 
the arriba uf fotne viſttors; and: ever 
afterwards took particulate care not 


ra»expoſe myſelf tothe hazard of 


a private interview with this lively 


young lady, for whomq at the 4 
time Ihad a great regards ic 


2 The renſan Why L. PUG ol 
aneedarei2 i:(to-dhow/dhew::rapidiy 
the:anvention'iof: the Maiden Eggs 
had been propagated ampngſt the 


young women of Egypt. The place 


of its origin was Antyllag near Alex- 
andria; and. the part of the country 
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where the above- mentidned young 
lady had always reſided was dliſtant: 
almoſt tvd hundred miles. Aunty lla 
was famous for the excellence; of its 
wine, che revenue ariſing from which 
was appropriated-by the Kings df 
Egypt towards furniſhing their Queens 
with girdles . Had it been ex- 
pended in ſupplying. all, the young 
women of theproviace? with girdles;. 
which, until their:' marriage, ſhould 
be looſened by uche but their mos 
thers, it would have affonded ai mare 
effecbuab proſervntive of their vitgi⸗ 
nity than Maiden Eggs. i aw y 
When the water of the Nale had 
riſen to a certain height, it was let ia 
e Athenzws, 
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upon the lands by cutting down the 
dam of a great canal at Bulaàk; an 
operation which was always perform. 
ed with much ſolemnity. I; went 
thither-on the day of the feſtival, in 
company with ſeveral perſons. who 
were to be preſent at the tranſaction. 
The ſpot where the people afſem- 
bled was on the weſt bank of the 
Nile ; near the brink of which ſtood 


a round eminence, flat on the top, 


and defended on the part towards 
the tiver by a wall about four feet 
high. This area was alloted for the 
prieſts, with the principal men who 


attended the ceremony; and within 


this circle I had alſo the honor of be- 
ing 


15 J 


ing admitted. I thence enjoyed a 
view of the whole multitude, which 
ſeemed to be every where occupied 
in rejoicing. Some played on the 
tabor, ſome. on the pipe; others rat- 
tled with the ſiſtrum; many of them 
ſung verſes in praiſe of the fertility 
of Egypt; and round the ſkirts of 
the crowd, I perceived the ſame ſort 
of gambols which I had formerly 


ſeen in my progreſs to Bubaſtis. 

On the area where I ſtood, I was 
ſurpriſed to ſee two beautiful chil - 
dren, one a boy and the other a girl, 
about five or ſix years of age. They 
were both naked, with garlands of 
flowers round their heads; and cloſe 
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by chem was a pile of flowers, made 
up in A. variety of fantaſtic forms. 
The ceremony began with "throwing 
the flowers i idto the river.“ This wis 
performed in rotatibn by all che 
Prieſts who were pfeſent. At evety 
throw, the prieſt who was the actor 
repeated aloud, * Accept of py 
offering from grarefu]}*'E gypt, 
beſt of Rivers: The company * 
in the eitcle now gave a ſhout of ap- 
plabfe, whieh was inſtantly ecchoed 
by thi/fole mohltode! 
I had by this time begin to fore- 
bode thEupprotchitigifare of che two 
hildfeh; nd my conjecture» ſoon 
proved to be well founded. When 
the 


{ np ] 
the pile of flowers, was exhauſt- 
ed, the high prieſt: of. „Memphis 
lifced «the -bay; upon a togl,..which 
was . placed.,on che ares, for. the 
purpoſe, and -kifſing-bim, pronounced 
theſe words, My dear boy, preſent 


the thanks of Egypt to the Nite.” 


The ſame ceremony was obſerved by 
all the prieſts in {| ucceſfion. The 
high prieſt: af Heliopolis thanitaking 
hold of the girl, placed her upon 


another ſtool at the fide; of the boy, 


and kiſſing her alſo, ſaid, “ My dear 
girl, preſeat the thanks of Egypt to 
the Nile.“ This ſalutatian being 
repeated by alb the prieſts as before, 
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the two high prieſts took up the chil- 
dren in their arms at the ſame time; 
the ptieſt of Memphis taking the 
boy, and the prieſt of Heliopolis the 
girl; when both of them pronounc- 
ing the addreſs which had been uſed 
at the throwing of the flowers, they 
toſſed the innocent victims, who by 
a ſcream now manifeſted their ter- 
ror, from the precipice into the 
river, * 


Never \ was ſo barbarous an aCtion 


* The cuſtom of ſacrificing botany vichms 
to the Nile, is ſaid to have continued until 


the Turks made themſelves maſters of 
Egypt. | | 
per- 
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perpetrated with ſuch inſenſibility. 
Not à ſigh of ſympathy, betrayed 
the leaſt emotion in the ſpectators. 
How the two children had been pro- 
cured for this purpoſe, I could not 
learn, This was the fitſt time I had 
ever ſeen a human ſacrifice, 'or. any 
ſacrifice, performed without fire; but 
Egypt was peculiarly entitled to the 
denomination: of the Land of Won- 
ders.* After the ſacrifice was per- 
formed, a ſignal being given, the 
dam was opened by workmen 'ap- 
pointed for that office; and the river 
burſt into the canal with great 
impetuoſity. Nothing now could be 

e Herodotus, | 
Var, III K heard 
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heard but ſhouts of joy and triumph. 


„ Welcome, king of rivers! Wel. 
come, glorious Nile !” And for ſome 


minutes/the whole kingdom ſeemed 
to reſound with the inceſſant accla- 


mations of the multitude. - 
On this excurſion I had an oppor- 
tunity to ſee, on the banks of the 


Nile, many of the Sphinxes; thoſe 


ſymbolical repreſentations, which 
derived their origin from Egypt. 


They were figures cut in ſtone, and 


had the head of a woman with the 


body of a lion; ſignifying that the 


Nile began to ſwell in the months of 


July and Auguſt, when the ſun 


* through the ſigns of Leo and 
Virgo. 


kw) 

Virgo.“ One of them in partibüs 
Jar, cut entirely out of the rock, was 
remarkable for its prodigious dimen 
los. The body was one hundred 
ty. three feet in length, well 
proportioned and the eireumſerenee 
of the head one hundred and two 
feet, | It was thought to be the 
ſepulchre of king Amaſis |}; but for 
this opinion 1 l find no poſitive: 
author og LO ae 

The waters of che Nile now daily. 
ſpread over the kingdom, and the, 
country exhibited a very remarkable 
appearance. It ſeemed like a wide 
ſea, out of which aroſe a vaſt number 
* Lucan, +Pliny. f Ibid. || Ibid, 


* 


\ H 3 Ke of 


| 


- — 
- 5 r — 


— 


lo bed poet ad 3 ll 32—oe.1, REI 


* 


— I NBEAINEL 
r * P 2 p enn ; 


.cc 


= 
* 
L 
a 
I 
| ; 
4 
| 
l 
q 
2 
* 


1 332 J 


of tawns, villages, and turrets, inter- 


mixed with groves. and fruit - trees, of 
which, at laſt, only the tops could 
be perceived. On account of this 
annual inundation, the towns and 
villages were all built either on ſowe 
natural eminences, or, what was moſt 
generally the caſe, upon ' mounds 
erected with great labor. Between 
many of them were cauſeways, by 


which, or by boats, the whole com- 
munication in the country was now 


carried on.“ 
ws. Herodotus, * 2 
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- Had for FN time Ade to 


viſit the Pyramids, and the city 
of Thebes, ſo famous for the magni- 


ficence of its buildings, but after 
the ceremony at Bulak, I was inxited | 
to Hieropolis, to ſpend the ſeaſon, of | 
the. inundation; and I. had che 
ſtronger inducement to accept of 
this friendly overture, as 1 might 

2 have 
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have an opportunity of being intro- 
duced to the prieſt of that city, of 


whom L heard great epmmendacion; 
For having now ſatisfied my curioſity | 


witk reſpect to maſt of the principal 
objects in Egypt, I was extremely 
deſirous of knowing the ſtate of 
learning, for which this country was 
celebrated, and of comparing it with 
thar of the College of Chaldeans - at 
Babylon. WH 2QDSGLCLOL 20469418 
2 Sooft after my: Ye at Hiero- 
Polis 1 Was àccordingly made ac- 
quainted with this venerable perſon, 
fot whom, at firſt ſight, I conceived 
a great partiality; and I believe the 
Affection was mutual. Obſerving 
that 


ds 


- 
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that I diſcovered an uncommon thirſt 
for knowledge, he was at-no ſmall 
pains to inform me of every thing 
reſpecting the ſciences which were 
cultivated by the Egyptians,» But I 
was ſoon convinced, that notwith- 
ſtanding the reputation of learning, 
which this people had acquired, they 
had in reality made very little pro- 
greſs in any uſeful reſeareh. Geo- 
metry was the only ſcience which 
they underſtood in a tolerable de- 
gree. For, though they made ob- 
ſervations on the ſtars, they were ig- 
norant of thoſe principles which are 
indiſpenſible for erecting a rational 
| ſyſtem of aſtronomy. And in the 
K 4 know- 
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knowledge of any additional ſcience, 


if we except the viſionary and falla- 


eious doctrines in which they rivalled 
the Chaldeans, they were equally de. 
ficient with other nations. 

One circumſtance was peculiar to 
the Egyptians, and, if I miſtake not, 
proved the cauſe of that celebrity 
which they univerſally obtained. 
The priefts,” beſide the common al- 
phabet uſed in the ordinary affairs of 
life, had a ſymbolical character ap- 


propriated to ſubjects of ſcience. ® 


This being a hereditary poſſeſſion in 


their families, and acceſſible only to 


the prieſthood, it futniſned them 
Ks * Herodotus. 
| with 


* J. 

with the means not only of conceal- 
ing from the world the knowledge 
which they had really acquired, but 
of impoſing upon mankind by a fal- 
lacious diſplay of learning which had 
no exiſtence.” The ptetenſions to 
knowledge could not be diſproved 
which were never f ubmitted to inveſ- 
tigation; and ignorance might ſafely 
bid defiance to detection, when the 
veil of myſtery within which it lay 
concealed was impenetrable, 

I will venture to affirm, that un- 
der the management even of the moſt 
learned of the prieſthood, this boafted 
fymbolical character was abſolutely 
incapable of accommodation to the 

purpoſes 
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— 


purpoſes of ſcience. For, admitting 


that the repreſentation which it af- 


forded of ideas was not both too ar- 
bitrary and ambiguous to be univer- 
ſally intelligible in any definite ſigni- 
fication, yet the language muſt have 
been extremely circumſeribed, which 
afforded no expreſſion for any other 
ideas than ſuch as could be repre- 
ſented by the pictures of material 
objects, numerous as they might 


be to any native of the moſt exten - 


ſive obſervation in Egypt. Such a 
character, ſo far from being uſeful, 
was utterly inadequate to every exi- 
gence of preciſion... It could neither 
mark the. copulation nor disjunction 

of 


4 


3 
1 
5 
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of ideas. It could expreſs neither 
prepoſitive nor adverbial ſignifica« 
tion. In a word, it wWas incapable 
of deſeribing any determinate rela- 
tions of ideas, and could never at- 
tempt to delineate the abſtract evo» 

lutions of ſentiment. 1 
To what purpoſe then, it may up 
aſked „ did the Egyptian prieſts make 
uſe of this ſymbolical character? The 
anſwer is obvious: they uſed it for 
the purpoſe of that prieſteraſt which 
in thoſe times, univerſally diſgraced 
the principles of men who ſubſiſted 
by popular ſuperſtition. To this 1 
will add another reaſon. The 
Egyptians were always addicted to 
an 
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an oſtentation of myſtery: they 
excited the aſtoniſhment of the 
world by their pyramids, which, 
though built as royal ſepulchres, 
never included-the aſhes of any king; 
and they affected to conſtruct a lan- 
guage, which notwithſtanding i its at- 


rogated ſuperiority, contained not a 
tittle of any ſcience. | 


The polity of the ancient Egyp- 
tians has been no leſs the object of 
.admiration than the ſuppoſed learn- 
ing of he prieſthood; but from the 
-obſervations' which I made in the 
country, I think that the excellence 
ol their conſtitution has been greatly 
exaggerated. Perhaps the moſt ſalu- 

| tary 
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tary of all their laws was that which 
related to the celebrated trial of the 
dead. But admitting that this prac- 
tice had actually a beneficial in- 
fluence on the morals of the people, 
the inſtitution of it proceeded not ſo 
much from any ſuperior legiſlative 


wiſdom, as from the univerſal preju- 
dice of the nation. The greateſt 


ambition amongſt them was, that 
their bodies ſhould be. preſerved as 
entire as poſſible to the end of the 
world; and nothing therefore could 
offer greater violence to their fondeſt 
hope, than to be denied the privilege 
of i interment. 
But in my opinion, this urine: 
X mode 


9 
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mode of trial is a ſtrong proof that 
the adminiſtration of criminal jufkice 
in Egypt was extremely imperfect. 
If men bad committed crimes for 


which it could be deemed proper to 
deprive them of what the Egyptians 


| held as the 'moſt valuable of all 


human privileges, why were 'they not 


| brought to a legal trial? was it con- 


ſiſtent with common Juſtice that men 
ſhould be condemned upon any accu- 
ſation when they could not be heard 
in their own defence? or was it equi- 
table to puniſh with eternal infamy 
offences which had not been thought 
of ſufficient magnitude to Juſtify the 
immediate cogtiizance of the laws? 
LS | In 


** 
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In every light i in which this trial c can 


be viewed, I muſt conſider it as an 
abſurd violation of the moſt ſacred 
rights of mankind, and the reſource 
of a legiſlature nm feeble 
and capricious. 

But if the enforcement of morality 
amongſt the Egyptians required fuch 
an inſtitution as was unknown to any 
other people, the neceſſity of that 
reſtraint affords a ſtrong preſumption 
that their polity was defective in 
other parts. I am well ſupported 
by the evidence of hiſtory when 1 
affirm, that no nation was ever leſs 
expoſed than Egypt to the perpetra- 
tion of thoſe crimes which prove moſt 
0 1 injurious 
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injurious to ſociety, The extreme 
fertility of the land, and the ſimpli- 
city of cloathing, precluded the ufual 
temptations to rapine and theft; 
whilſt the unlimited number of wives 
in which men were indulged, and the 
general practice of early marriage, 


equally tended to prevent the unlaw- 


ful commerce of the ſexes. If in 
ſuch a ſituation, therefore, the Egyp- 
tians required the moſt forcible in- 
ducement to moral conduct, to what 
principle in their natural or political 
conſtitution ought. we to aſcribe this 
neceſſity? They were not more diſ- 
poſed to voluptuoufneſs from the 
temperature of the climate than the 

inhabitants 
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inhabitants of many other countries. 
On this ſubject, there is ſomereaſon to 
ſuſpect, that the morals of Egypt were 
corrupted by a cauſe which has ge- 
nerally been conſidered as productive 
of ſalutary effects. I mean the prac- 
tice of introducing the figure of a 
dead perſon at entertainments. That 
the object of this cuſtom was to 
promote, and not reſtrain feſtivity, or 
rather intoxication, is evident from 
the words with which the ceremony 
was accompanied: Look upon 
this, and be merry; for ſuch as this 
is, ſhalt thou be when thou art 
dead; and it is farther confirmed 


F ; Herodotus, 
Vol. III, L by 
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by the acknowledged intemperatice 


to which the practice was rendered 


ſubſetvient. The Egyptians were 
remarkably addicted to drinking ;® 
and they ate every night of boiled 
cabbage, as a preparative for the 
greater indulgence of their favo- 
rite vice. N 
In ſubjecting men to the employ- 
ment of the diſtaff, and other dome- 
ſtic offices, whilſt the women alone 
performed all buſineſs without 
doors, f the polity of Egypt was a 
direct inverſion of the laws of hature. 
By this prepoſterous cuſtom the men 
became ſo effeminate, that in lefs 
* Herodotus, © + Ibid, f Ibid. 
than 
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than forty years after I was in the 
country, they were ſhamefully van- 
quiſhed by an inferior army of Per- 
ſians, and indeed became the prey of 
every ſubſequent enemy who invaded 


them. It is ſaid of Seſoſtris that he 
erected in Syria ſeveral ſtones, bear- 
ing upon them a repreſentation of 


the private parts of a woman, as a 
reproach on the imbecility of his 
enemies; but one might almoſt be 
induced to ſuſpe& an error in hiſ- 
tory, which has converted into a 
ſarcaſm on foreign nations what was 
meant as a memorial of female valor; 
that the victories of this celebrated 


* Herodotus 
L 2 prince 
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prince were obtained not by the men, 
but the women of Egypt. | 

The cuſtom of all trades being 
hereditary“ was alſo liable to ſtrong 
objections. Though it ſuited eco- 
nomy, and ſeemed to favor profi- 
ciency in the various arts, it ſupport 
ed a reſtraint detrimental to the ef- 
forts of genius, and placed thouſands 
of the people in ſituations for which 
they were unqualified by nature. 
With regard to the ſingular law 


which preſcribed that every part of 
the body ſhould be the Province of a 


particular r I had reaſon 


* Herodotus, + Ibid. 
| to 
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to execrate it to the lateſt hour of we 
preſent cranſmi igration. by 


When I confider all cheſe circums 
ſtances, and the rude ſeverity, of the 
Egyptian puniſhments, I ſhall never 
admit, notwithſtanding the claims 
of this people to high antiquity, that 
they afforded any example of that 
political wiſdom which diſtinguiſhed, 
in all other countries, the periods of 
refined civilization. Their religion 
was the moſt odious maſs of ſuperſti- 
tion ever invented by the human 
mind. Excluſive of geometry, and 
ſome aſtronomical obſervations, their 
learning, with all its oſtentation, I 
affirm it, was but ignorance in 

L 3 diſguiſe; 


| 
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diſguiſe; and their polity, their 
boaſted polity, had its foundations in 
extravagant caprice. The Egypti- 


ans nevertheleſs have had the pecu- 


liar fortune not only to impoſe upon 
contemporary nations, but even to be 
venerated by poſterity. That eter- 
nity which they wiſhed with ardor to 
their own natural bodies, they have 
ſecured to the fame of their country. 
The wiſdom of the Egyptians has 
been echoed from age to age. It is 
2 mighty name, like the pyramids of 
the nation, but is in fact no more 
tban a names and I ſhall-now inform 
the world of the means by which. it 
aroſe. ; 

Great 


* 
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Great populouſgeſs, and facility 
of ſubſiſtence have ever been re- 


garded as the ſureſt ſigns. of a 


flouriſhing nation. Theſe objects 
being, in general, attainable only 
by wiſe regulatigns f government, 
the countries in Which they are 
moſt conſpicuous. are therefore ſup· 
poſed to enjoy 2 happy ſyſtem of 
polity. Egypt was remarkable both 
for populouſneſs and plenty of 
| proviſions: on which account it 
acquired the reputation of tranſcen- 
dent excellence in reſpect of its 
cuſtoms and municipal laws. But 
the inference which in all other caſes 


L 4 Was 


— — — - —— D — 
- — 


TI i 3 
was juſt, coincided not with truth 
when applied to the particular cir- 
cumſtances of Egypt. This king- 
dom was indebted for its great proſ- 
perity to the annual inundation of 
the Nile, which not only fertilized 
the land to an aſtoniſhing degree, 
but rendered the women ſo extremely 
fruitful *; that propagation went on 
at an amazing rate; I doubt not, 
without requiring half the conju- 
gal activity exerted. in all other 
countries. In this manner the 
beneficial effects, which proceed- 
ed entirely from the inundation of 


* Diodorus Sicul. Ariſtotle, 
| the 
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the Nile, were erroneouſly aſcribed 


by inattentive obſervers to the ſupe- 
rior polity of Egypt. 
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THE PANTHEON AT HIERO POLIS. 
STRANGE INCIDENTS, GREAT 
DISTRESS, 


ue my introduction to the 
prieſt of Hieropolis, not a day 
paſſed without my viſiting the pon- 
tifical apartments; for I was deter- 
mined to improve this valuable op- 
portunity in acquiring the moſt exact 
information relative to the hierogly- 
phical repoſitories, and the ſtrange 
4 „ ſuperſtition 
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ſuperſtition of Egypt. On all the 
ſubjects of enquiry, except one, my 
curioſity was teadily gratified with 
the moſt explicit and ſatis factory 
communications; but it was not un- 
til after repeated expreſſions of deſice, 
madeſtly though earneſtly intimated, 
that I was able to bring my amiable 
inſtructor to any explanation on that 
point, What L mean is an account 
of the enormous ſuperſtition of the 


Egyptians. | I was perſuaded ha- 


ever that his reſerve proceeded from 
no other cauſe than à delicacy of 
ſentiment. His penetration had al- 
ready aſcertained my principles ſiiſ- 
ficiently to know that I was: not the 

friend 
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friend of any idolatrous religion; and 


I had every reaſon to believe that our 
opinions on the ſubje& were con- 
genial. 4. | | 
After a procraſtination of ſeveral 
days, he addreſſed me in the follow- 
ing terms. I' perceive, my dear 
youth, your ardent curioſity to be 
made acquainted with the religion of 
this kingdom. I only wiſh I could 
give ſuch an account of it as might 
afford ſatisfaction both to you and 
myſelf; but ſorry am I to ſay, that 
the ſenſibility of us both muſt be af- 
fected with equal pain by the narra- 
tive. I was born in this country the 
ſon of a prieſt, and was obliged, 
by 


157 J 


by indiſpenſible cuſtom to be educa- 
ted in the function of my father; 

but my judgment rejects with hor- 
ror the ſuperſtition of Egypt; and 
though I muſt conform to the un- 
paralleled idolatry of the nation, my 
underſtanding acknowledges, and my 
heart adores but one Supreme 
Power, the great Creator of the uni- 
verſe. Having made this. declara- 
tion, I ſhall .now, to ſatisfy your 
curioſity, lead you into the pantheon, 
where you will behold the moſt humi- 
liating proofs of the degradation of 
reaſon that the world can afford,” _ 


Fetching then a deep ſigh, he 


* Herodotus. 
opened 
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| opened the door of the apartment, 


and I entered with a horror which I 
had not felt even in the Mecaſhphim 
at Babylon. To give a detail of the 
numerous images, and embalmed 
animals which occupied this Pande- 
monium, would fill many pages with 
the moſt hideous materials that ever 
were committed to writing. My 


hair ſtood on end at the ſight of a 


variety of objects, to which the whole 


people of an extenſive kingdom 


bowed their knees in adoration. I 
ſoon quitted the loathſome ſcene, and 


returned to my venerable friend, 
who, I perceived, was glad that I 
had paſſed ſo litile time in ſuch com- 


pany. 


| 
| 
1 
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pany. As the religion of this 
country can only afford you diſguſt, 
ſaid be, allow me to ſhow you ſome- 
thing that is worthy the purity of a 
temple, Here is an excellent com- 
pendium of true religion and mora- 
lity, by adhering to which we may 
ſecute the eternal favor and protec- 
tion of the omnipotent God, I gave 
a copy of it many years ago to my 
ſon Polydore, who I hope is now 
ſenſible of its value.” Saying theſe 
words, he put the Compendium into 
my hand, and, of looking at it, I 
found it to be a copy of what I'bad 
received from my father on the banks 
of the Araxes, Aſtoniſhed at this 


incident, 
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incident, I immediately exclaimed, 
* my dear father! I believe I am 
your Polydore. Are you Laertes 

Who was born on the banks of the 
Pactolus, and afterwards ſettled in 
Armenia?“ * My dear! I am that 
Laertes, ſaid he; and are you my 
Polydore !“ „I am, my dear father,” 
anſwered JI. O! My dear ſon! 
replied he, and do I find my Poly- 
dore in Telemachus? Was ever joy 
like this! O! now my heart feels 
all a father's tranſport! My dear, 
my darling ſon'!” Juſt as we were 
embracing each other, and uttering 
exclamations of reciprocal affection, 


a perſon behind us cried out, So! fo! 
then 
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then you are married! my youth. 1 
thought there was Tome ſuch reaſon 
for your ſtaying ſo long i in Egypr. 
And that is your fathet-in-law? i is 
it?” I knew it to be the voice of my 
father; but on turning round. was 
amazed at che extraordinary change 


which 1 perceived in his perſon. 
His eye-brows, like my- own, were 
vaniſtied; and on his head, which 
was formerly luxuriant with f its na- 
tural covering, not a hair was to be 
ſeen. He ſeemed i impatient for my 
anſwer, and I ſaid, No, I am not 
married,” No, fir, ſaid Laertes, 
there is a more intimate relation be- 
tween this youth and me than that of 

Vol. III. M father 
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father and ſon-in-law.” „What 
the devil! replied my father, did 
you put my ſon upon the ſtocks ?” 
« Put him in the ſtocks!” ſaid 
Laertes, n "not. hearing him diſtinctly, 
- 1 am certain you never did.“ 
« What! Am I not the father of 
my own child? Since I landed in 
this country I have loſt all the hair 
on my body by means of a damn'd 
dog; and now you would rob me of 
my ſon.” © No, ſaid Laertes, he 
is mine by priority of right.” By 
priority of right! exclaimed my fa- 
ther, why I don't underſtand you. 
Had you ever any connexion with 
my . ſir?” It is poſſible I may 

| have 


C 

have had, replied Laertes; I ſhall 
not affirm the contrary even for your 
ſatisfaction.“ Were you ever in 
Scyros?” ſaid my father. N 5 
anſwered Laertes, I never was.“ 
„Then, by Jupiter! you have bad 
nothing to do with my wife, replied my 
father; for ſhe never was out of the 
iſland to this moment.” I may have 
known her in a former tranſmigration,“ 
ſaid Laertes, © Tranſmigration! ex- 
claimed my father, I wiſh I had never 
tranſmigrated into this country, As 
I live, I believe ye are all mad.” 

After a little more converſation 
in the pontifical apartments, I 
was conducted by my father to his 

M 2 lodgings, 


k 
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lodgings. He informed me, on our 
way thither, that being impatient at 
my long ſtay in Egypt, he had made 
the voyage on purpoſe to fetch me 


home; and that along with him had 


come my intended father-in-law, and 
the young lady to whom I was to be 


married. He was reſolved, he ſaid, 
that our nuptials ſhould be imme- 
diately conſummated in Egypt, as 


the fecundating quality of the Nile 


might enſure him the pleaſure of 
beholding his family ſtrengthened by 


an additional generation. At hear» 


ing him declare this reſolution I was 

almoſt petrified ; for ever ſince the | 

injury which I had received in the 
genital 


I 165 J 
genital parts, I knew myſelf to be 
utterly incapable of the conjugal 
rites; and how to reſiſt his com- 
mand, or evade his importunity, I 
was equally at a loſs. Could I even 
have ſurmounted the delicacy which 
reſtrained me from divulging my mis- 
fortune, my heart would not per- 
mit me to give ſo violent a ſhock 


to the parental ſolicitude which he 
had expreſſed. 


On arriving at the houſe, I found 
that the whole company was in a 
ſimilar fituation with my father. A 
dog had died in their former lodg- 
ings, and all of them were therefore 
conſtrained to facrifice the hair on 

every 
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every part of their bodies. It afforded 
me additional ſorrow that they had 
met with this diſaſter on my ac- 
count, But the condition of the 


amiable young Jady, whom I loved 
with the utmoſt tenderneſs, impreſſed 


me with peculiar afflition. The 


miſery which I ſuffered was apparent 


in my behaviour; and her extreme 
ſenſibility induced her to imagine, 
that my unhappineſs proceeded from 


the proſpect of bring united with a 


ſpouſe who had loſt the natural orna- 
ments of her perſon. I endeavoured 
all in my power to diſſipate her in- 
jurious ſuſpicion ; but the propoſal 
which I was obliged to make of put- 

ting 
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ting off the nuptials for ſome time, 
confirmed her apprehenfions,, and 
even drew tears from her eyes: I 
ſuggeſted to my father, that as they 
were come to Egypt, they ought not 
to return home without viewing the 
curiofities of the country. My de- 
fign was, that by procuring a little 
delay, I might have an opportunity 
to kill ſome dog or cat, or ſome 
other ſacred animal, and fo incur the 
penalty of death. My only ſcruple 
was the affliction ſuch an incident| 
would create to my friends. In th 
mean time I conſulted one of the ac 
curſed tribe which had been the 
cauſe of all my calamity, He advi- 
d 


— 


„ 
p 3g . 
; 8 
d ut 
F » - _ 
ny aha 
J v \ 
* * 
1 j . 
„ 
*13f | de 
'f 


[ 


. yolv ed in f nſupportable diffreſs. A 


5 e * 2 7 n 4 8 * 1 5 
E n q . 2 
2 
* * . " ; — "OE IR 0 5 # * 
Þ * = = * 4a F 7 * 
als 1 — 1 ; 
2 * 80 * uy. 2 bY 8 : 
\ . - % - * 8 
f 5 — * AL 4 * * 
9 .* * on = * * 30 * 4 
* N N „ A % 
> 4 2 . ibs 9 F 
. 3 „ 8 
"4 2 7 4 o 
1 e SHIT ck. art FLY 
4. W "II i my hd . — 
r » 
©% * 
14 3. hs EF * 
1 * Dd id 
o 
- 


a day, and even flattered me witk 
the proſpect o Aa cure. At the 
third immerſion, 1 had no ſooner 


4 


© Plunged into the river that a cro- 
codile, whe lay concealed,” dart- 
ing forwards, inſtantly fwallowed 
me Whole. A miſerable fate ! 
it freed me from 4 life fe which 


early, though innocently; 'been in- 
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ed me to bathe in the Nile twice 


But | 
had 


